


N e i l  I-Iil-tong? 

TtIE CIIXURCM 

The Church, i n  the prilpes sense of  the term, is tllc 
cor~~r~i.,uni.on. of sa.ii.nt..:, t h a t  is "r'lrc s-urn t o t a l  of , a l l  
tE!ot;e i+i:-ict ';;aye heen c.ral lei: l?v f-Ioly S:?i,rit  tilro:xgl; 
-t,lrc,i <;<js:icl f.s-cj1-a 0g.t  of Q.3:: t 2:id t:,r>rtdi.mrit_id jaum3~ 
race ,  5,,J':p j;rul-,-,- :.;l.;' . -: -- c. L~ !:c, I -  i n  C h ~ i  s t , ar.ld %%rho f ~ r i v c  becn 
s , 2 ~ @ - ; l i [ : - c i :  I.i!r z,ilj,s fa,irj:, a,rid i . n c o - q > o 2  irrm of:;. &I -" L -3 c t B 

Eph,  1:22,23: tT:23-27: Matt, 16: 18, 7'0 -tT?is C11urcl-1 
belongs j i . ~ o c r i t c r  no one who has n c t  been regex- 
c r a t e d .  Ram, 8:9, This Church is invisible, Luke 
17 :: 20,21, To it C h r i s t  has given tile keys o f  the 
kingdom o f  hcaver~ .  'Therefore i t i s  the real and s o l e  
h o l d e r  and bearer  of t h e  sr,pi_ ~ i t . i . i a  l , divi.ne,  and heaxrenlj 

,- " 0 

bless ings ,  r l g f a t s ,  nr~i~;e11.~,  i' - * *  OT??.CC~;, e t e  . , w!tici:l C h r i s t  
has gained and which arc. avs-i labile :i n LIi s Chwch , ! b l a t t .  
16: 15-19; ,Tof;~i 20: 22,23, Alti~ouglim the t r u e  Church 
is S _ I ~ I J ~ ~ ~ _ I ? J . ~  as to its csser:cc, vr;t d its prcsencc:: is 
perccivai,!e, i t s  mzrks being the ,;tire preaching of the 
1;iorB of God and thc. admln3.stra 6l.m 12:f tlae ho ly  Sacra- 
m e n t ~  a c c ~ r c l i ~ ~ g  to Clzri--i.stt s i n s t i t z ~ t i . o n ,  I ~ l ~ r k  4 :  2 6 ;  
h1at"c 113: 58; Is, 55: 10,Il .  (!':xii-i:c-r, iii~clnc und Amt  - - ---------- 
'TI~eszs I-V,  ) iiere t h e ~ ~  is ag~-eer-~erat bc ti*;ccn tlnc -- --- 
Missouri arid I&'iscorasin p o s i t i o n s .  

Althhougl~ the Ci~urcEl i n  t h e  proper  sense i s  the s u m  
t o x a l  o f  all bel ievers ;  Watt. 16:18; Eph. 1 : 2 2 , 2 3 ;  
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I ;  I jci<k j cf:sia-) i s  t : ~ ~ j ,  r L  ~ ~ ~ + : j , p ~ ~ U - ~ ~  for 
,A ' - - --- 
:,;;k5 .-ci)-ular rratheril:c~s or meetings 

i-, 0 

e . .;. , 1 Cor . 1 8 "when ye cgme t:ogf.,,gj:er i ~ l  

c,i'l';l.ixche : t  14. ,/9, i t i n  - , p b e  - i _  i*<,ilr - ,bx3---  i-11 1 had raf-hi.;~ spc,a&- fi-ye ' 

\a! ,..Ji-ds c-- n;i understancJjng;T: ?.4:?8 "jqeep s i - f ~ - - - ~  " A *. i l. id L, .,.I-; 7 
e cl;i u.,.cil . ! i 14 - '2 1 

9 . ,r.k, ?'let your  \ ~ ~ ~ j ~ l ~ ~ ~  ict;:r*n s L ]-cric-? in . . . -  : j 
cj;grr,hes ; ' f  : 35 Ifa, s:rxnie <---+ T ~ Y . . "  

9 L(j i  v,;{,>jilefl ,r.<; sL;;-;:& j-ll <-L,-> 
I 

L * .. 'u 
c';lu-- 

I 
i i i  ~ 0 4 ,  ~ 1 ;  

, ?'caUS:n;- j"i~t I& i ~ - - .  -3 -~ <,zcj il; -<le : ~ , ~ y L l ~ ; c ~ l  / 
gf +a- a , r i ~  L:aodice;l~;s . f f  

Such 2 , ~ ~ c a l  gl-cups of Cl.rrj.:sj--,j.;.s ;;-La;: 

t u r e  as w -  i - L r ~  7-1 &-rrfrc;h of' Ghjd p i f - i m  .- i: 
,- 4.: ' .% _r 3, .t; p -<- i q -2- .l:c -EllCj?l 

s a i n t s  ,'? 1 Car. 1-2 2 "'Illc 
i r ;  Ci~r:i.st yj j~ich 3.t CO 

the L,ord. Jes;xs; Ct;:r-j.s-{: ,'' 
trges s'noli; 1.15 ' t h a t  a 1 . s ~  f:h 
f n S c ~ j . l ~ t u y e  ;:r:ns i s$ -t 
t r u e  bcii.cyb:E:rs al:z t ,he  re 

- - s l l ~ ~ e  iIl. "LC il\..:7f-p.in7-c Y d * ,  X--l:i3-f jlgns arid ~ f f f  

wi:.i-1. the Church,3 i,ut t i ley  aye: ~ - ~ t - t  t;.ue Fll?i;.+r2; . . of t!:e 
Chl;lrr+h , nci tf:sp of t j . r o  ;? - .  , i~.iiiers;il 3 ( :h l j r~ I -~  .- . no.;. of the 
local c;urrsh . God ;la:; 1-102 z o n ~ ~ ~ ~ i i c - J e d  n o r  c J i - d ~ - ~ ~ ~ t ~  a 
n~ ixcd  s o c i e t y  of be!ie;rcrs ;;n.;- ;iv~:,7c--i e rJ % .L A L, ~ x x f  t ie  
corn~nandcd and instituted rile ga.t-eri.11~ of be12 L~ l, e ---.- .L -7 

a r o l r ~ ~ d  the Word and Sa.craments. l:ypocl;ites 
are mixf;d in ~ i t l i  t h e  v i s i b l e  g a t h e r i n g  of C l x r i s t i a i l s  
i s  t he  work of the e v i l  one. c n e ~ g  Ilatl: done t j l i s ,  
Matt. 13:28. When therefore t h e  e n t i r e  v i s i b l e  group 
of t i l ose  who p r o f e s s  t o  he Chr i s t i ans  and members of 
:he church i.5 c a l l e d  Tfchurcl-L,fl t h i s  is by synechdociie 
a f i g u r e  of speech in which t h e  whole isnam..ed a f te r  

-2- 

its p ~ i i l c i ~ ) . t l  :7art or C;ic vart  a f t e r  the whole, as n. 
l;rc)s:~ccter, f i n d i n g  g o l d  in a ~ F c c c  c f  quartz, cries 
ou t  9fGold! Gold!", n o t  "Q~artz,'~ l ~ c  dccs not mean to 
say the qraaricz i~ g o l d  bu t  f o r  4 ; ~ .  t ! i c  qcdd is the 
main th ing.  CL2 i n  c a l l i n g  t . : ~  vil;l;,i? group a church,, 
wc d -  no t  mean t o  i a y  t h a t  hy, ocritca are the Cl~urcll, 
bur  i.lzt 1 1  i g  2::. ihe *ia in  I ,  :il-c 1,;jlat 
r-? k r t i  o a h a r ~  In fa  :t tlic: L ; ~ u r c i ~ ,  t hc  

11: i>ocri tes b e l q  mixed  wit.^ t h e  C::ur.ci; Lut not reall;; 
be l cng ing  to ii, " i~z t  such ~;~-r teedoch.cal  use of the 
word UP' t,iiurchH is n o t  a misuse is t;llcsv~n by the fact that 
i"L? foiliid in Cc~ipture i t s e l f ,  e .  g . ,  Gal. 1: 2; "the 
cl~ur-tlic ; i;f i:dia?..ia: Y' i 11 Jol:r? 16 t'casict!l them out 

C I ~ <  i 1: 'yr; the 5 e ~ i - n  C ; I I , - ~ C ~ ~ C S  v j i ~ i ~ i l  cf " 
i 7 - l  

& ,  < 

. a c 2 ,  1 3 :  I ,  sir_iie cili.ir.cll i i l  Sa-sdl s , , , , , t l l c ~ g  
- fl>;-t r?IOU j j - -  h2.5: 2i T - - %  a z - - vest  and a r t  dead;" 3:4, fv17'l~ou 

:last a. l i 7 ~ ~ l c  :'fixes evema. in S a r d i s  whicia have not defiled 
t I l c 4 ~  ggau.il. a ' "  

I t  be longs  to "Lie definition of  a. 1c.cal cltmrch t h a t  it 
is a group of b e l i e v i n g  Chr i s t i ans  ga thered  about the 
l?ord and Sa.cramerics. For a!ti?ougii the means o f  grace 
do n o t  belong to t h e  eSse2-c: 9.f: ~1i.c CllrucIl, as 
'Iai,re erl.crneo;lsly contended, they  are the marks of i - t s  
presence. Is. 55: 1 0 , l l .  O i l i l y  !.!:-ere the nicans of  gracc 
are  in use do JWE have t l ~ c  yro:;i.s.~ -!-hat tlie church ( t r u l y  
r e g e n e - r ~ ~ t c  a.nd be  licving si:ulsl is tiiePc a J ; 1 ~ r t ! i ( 3 ~ ~ i ~ ~ @  

S c r i p t u r e  snezks  of l o c a l  cbu iches  as groups gathered 
about  t h e  !Vord and Sncrarne~lts , e . g .  , A c t s  2 : 14f-f ;  2 : 41 ,  
4 2 , 4 6 ;  6 : 2 , 4 ;  3 ;  i8:ll; 2 0 : 7 , 2 0 , 2 ? , 2 8 , 3 ? ;  1 Cor. 11: 
18,20,33; 14:4,5,12,26,2i1,31, 

The local churc!~, t hen ,  is, according t o  i t s  ....-, L, a .> e 12 c: e , 
a group o f  r-I.!!enernte x o p i e ,  l i x 7 i n g  at a c e r t a i n  
:71.i~e9 :111~!, ga the r ed  t o g c c l i r  8,rour:d the m-sns of xT:Ice a 

1 1  tljc Locnl  cliurc", is defined as 2 glc-4; of l~roj'es - 
i i l  C h r i s t i a n s ,  i t  is def ined  accorii ing t o  i t s  q-y3c+ar- 
ance befare  men, 2nd n o t  : c c s r d i n ~  to i t s  i.-sencc. nlis 

b 

p o i n t  r ece ives  ju.;ti f i e 6  ,;q)ilnsi- i - :<cc---te - .-- - 
i -c. i tal t ,  i l l  F .  i ' i e p e r ' s  e:;:ia\;-, (Dzlegat s y n o d ~ ,  IS?,? 1 
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'T1-l;.1t A I a '- -, .";he loga.4 gr:l!:i;:; g:iljt:~ t l ? ~  g.amt3 Ciu--;c,rr ::n Scj.-iii-- 
C .  ... 

t i l r e  ;gerc net meTe osc;i f io~a]. or tam-parary g&hc1-j i;!j~ 
3 - ;r:llci.: .i.ess fg:f:tui$-t-jus gtati-lex-i.fips i.5 i:y-jden"r:fsorn tl;c 

., . ii ,, i 
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I , * 
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% \, < L., 
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? .  ~Cgi '~~y!- i -~- i " f i  - 3 - , ] CrJ;: j.{f2: 

f tia?:~ c-rl.;t<)ni.;, 1 Ct-re 3 ;  a r t .  cg.c;:i: f ay .  2 C o r a  
1 ;  8 ;  elc,::re& me;, t g  p ~ r - r c j - ~ m  cert.Zi.1; .:i>-k on t h i : i r  

. - be:inl-f3 1 8: 13,23; have pecpie  1.n their cmylc:,, 
- * Ron, 6 : ;  2nd es-i:ai?lish t i lo  pui,l: c mi.nis-l:r;~ j ~ i  t h e i r .  

.#,+. I . i  &,,., ; J <- A c ,  A c t s  1 4 ~ 2 3 ;  T i t ,  1 5 ;  A c t s  I:P5-26, and cn.11 

to an aijfil!i.::;:y s f i c e  :h:lii::.h they 'nave es t ; ib l i shed ,  
ACZS 6, 

:!:t been cjajmcil. t h a t  any group of i;l!:i-istia~;.~, o r  

group i n  which t h e r e  may be  C h r i s t i a n s  may be  called 
a Church, Over a g a i n s t  t h i s  we observe t h a t  t h e  two 
o r  t h r e e  ~irtao adrnaaish a s i n n i n g  b r o t h e r  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  
ga thered  t o g e t h e r  i n  the  Lord 's  name t o  do w!lat I-fc has  
b idden ,  but they  are d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from the cl-iurch i n  
Matt ,  4 8 : 1'7, When t h e  Apost Pe Paul f o r b i d s  t h a t  women 
s p e a k  in the ~ h ~ c l i ,  it if' p!a.:ir-i s,i:at 1 7 ~ :  does not. re fe r .  
t o  any arid everyy  ga the r ing  of Cflrist innt;  no t o  c1rer.y 
g a t i ~ e r i n g  o f  Glris t iaiis f o ~  the I J u q o s e  of  I ca rn l  ng 
tile Word o contributing to t l ~ e  ii~rlri OF ?he Xingdcm, 
b u t  h e  h,zs 3 d ~ f i n i t e  g a t l l e r l n g  4;1 mind: t11.c. p u b l i c  
a5311~i~l \  gf t i c  jc~c;! l  ctlrs-r,jl, 116 k f i ~ v : s  "ile C c ; r i n -  
$Ilia::.- : 3 i i u:-~iJcrst;i;:j grot_ti, or g ~ t t x e i r r ~ ~  i.: dc- 
i -  ! c 5 '!'hat thc  c'i; -i.c!i 5~mken --- - - ---- 

c f  i l l  7' , -  i:>b ~ : ~ d t  r ~ f e r  t c  2 I r ; ~ a l  group is a dcf in-  
r w  ef_=l  i_ , ; ~ 1 : c ; ~  s:-:o~$:n 'u)? sztc:-~ ex.i?rc~~ionc"ir.is ' ! ~ T ; c  

F* ?7 

: ; I  C J  *i,<m, l i i :  2s; 1 C G ~ ,  14 : 23, o r  ' ' f  have 
,? j--jcn orde .: zo t l a t .  cfliLrci;ec: o f G a l a t i a :  $ 4  'vTj.nc c'.--- , I I J ~ C ~ ~ S  

ol" Asia salute  yo^^;^' fgUntai xhom not  only P g i - ~ r e  thank.;, 
but all t h e  churches of  t h e  Cent i l e s ,  : 1 Cor, 16: 1 , % 9 ;  
o r  6 4 P a u l  t r z v c l e d  v i t ) f  mela who ass i s tcd  hint i n  
i l l ' ;  work i;r performed arrands foxa t h e  clrurciies, !dote 
f j ~ a t  Iic nolki~er:: r e fe r s  to r;uch 22 g r ~ p  as a church, but 
dues call them t'Lie 'fmes.;er:~es-s sf t h e  churches ; '? 2 C o r ,  

i s a Iruman ded.,;,cti_orz fro112 t he  et>,71:.ioI.og)7 and mezning o f  
.the W O T ~  which lacks Scri.p$ux-21 S I X ~ ~ O S ~  2 - 2nd i s  , i n  
f a c t ,  c o n t r a r y  to Sr,ri?!"iurftl usage,  

$so:nctimcs t l n ~  s tatement  i s  made tlnzt wc L.<i?oi; 1-iot t h c  
fo rm o f  these local clztnrcf~es, t ha t  they majr ' i ~ave  been. 
d i f f e r e n t  in form from our congregations, etc, No;.!, 
t h e  p i c t u r s  we ge t  of  t h e  l o c a l  e k k l e e s i a  i n  tfte two 
e p i s t l e s  t o  "Lie Cor in th i ans ,  f o r  exam~lle, i s  a h a t  of 
a l o c a l  congrega t ion  as we know i t ,  and we have found 
no evidence i n  S c r i p t u r e  o f  a l o c a l  church hav ing  a  
d i f f e r e n t  form, The claurclles o f  t h e  New Testament 
> . + r e  groups assembling i n  one body t o  h e a r  the Word, 
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t h e  o f f f  ce of tl- 'LC, .-, - keys \g.i =tdjl tile 3-4 <3il j-- l x ~ e  2 A ",- 
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p l r r r - 7  ~ r y  local  corig ccga'ti.oii o f  l~ei.ii.-vers be!~lig.: t!ie 
~ i g h t s ,  duties, and a u t h o r i t y  of tlie ~: iu~c!; .  lf 8- 

bc broken i n  many pieces, eacii piece will 
same image whi.ch the wl~ole yef lec ted ,  So .r'-l?.~. -,,, local  
ciiurch i s  t h e  Cllurcii a t  a c e r t a i n  pl,ace wi t ! - l  1 

the Uriiversal Church, t he  c r e a t i o n  of  Cod's i ioly S p i r i t .  
And i t  i s  n a t u r a l  t h a t  t h e  b e l i e v e r s  o f  a  l o c a l i t y  j o i n  
wi th  t hose  who confess  the same faith ( s i n c e  we must ac- 
cept  men's p r o f e s s i o n ,  n o t  judging t h e  hearts) . '13e be-  
l i e v e r s  o f  a  c e r t a i n  p l a c e  a r e  one body. "Ye a r e  t h e  
body of  C h r i s t  and ~nernhers i n  particular." 1 C o r .  1 2 : 2 7 .  

The Holy S p i r i t  by t h e  Gospel has created t h e  Church of 
t h i s  o r  t h a t  place by bestorvirlg and p r e s e r v i n g  saving 
f a i t h .  Tile outward joining of C%risti?;ls is a fruit 
of such f a i t l i .  Hut i t  i s  n o t  a matter of  Cliristian 
i t  For God in Iiis li'ord !:.s -revi.aled that tile l o c a l  
church is a d i v i n e  institution. Let us see what S c r i p -  
trrrc : ; ~ - ) ~ s  about th is ,  

F i r ? > t ,  2.11~: i;nrii of Cod tells us that tile fixst Ci2ristian 
coi?greg;u:I bii P.L J C T I I S ~ ~ C ~  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by Cod, In 
A c t s  1:4, ice havc the comnis~ld o f  t h e  Lord t o  t h e  dis- 
c i p l e s  t o  reniain i n  Jt-rusaiem For the outpouring of tire 
i loly Spirit. In Acts 2 w e  have the account o f  t h e  f u l -  
f i l l i n g  of the promjse given them, when t h e  Spirir canie 
upon t1ii .m and created t i i f  f i r s :  c o n r e g a t i o n ,  Acts 2 ~ 3 1 -  
47.  Note the s ta temer~t  of verse 47, "And tile Lord added 
t o  the  churdi d a i l y  sucli as siloulii be saved." As the 
making of  Eve 'by God and i l j i  b r i n g i n g  her t o  Adan1 i n  
the f i rs t iilarriage es  t a b  l islies t h a t  marriage is a divine 
institution, so the founding o f  t h e  first congrega t ion  
by t h e  outpouring o f  t h e  Holy G i ~ o s t ,  rccorded i n  Scrirl- 
t u r e ,  shows t h a t  the l o c a l  church i s  a d i v i n e  i n s t i t u -  
t i o n ,  

In  a d d i t i o n  to t h i s ,  t h e r e  are t h e  pas::-igcs of S c r i p t u r e  
which require C h r i s t i a n s  to u n i t e  f o r  the j o i n t  use o f  
t h e  keys.  God has bidden us t e ach  and admonish one an- 
o t h e r ,  Col. 3 :15,16;  b h .  10 :24 ,25 ;  Acts 242; 2 0 ~ 7 ;  do 
mission work, Matt 28:19,20; perform works of C h r i s t i a n  
love,  Gal. 6 :9 ,10;  e s t a b l i s l i  t h e  p u b l i c  m i n i s t r y ,  T i t .  
1:s; use t h e  Lord's Supper,  1 Cor. 11:17,33;  and exer- 
c i s e  church d i s c i n l i n e ,  Matt .  18: 15-20; 1 Cor. 5: 1-13; 
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gt:ther regui arly around 
t h e  rzr~~b?_ic: miniserg7 in $. 
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We might  do 
y 3  07t? cba-i.ii::lli 
and so  fort'ra, 
in the  Boc3% c 
int @snfess ion  
the means o f  g 
heir midst by 

gs C a n  13:f dofie 
c o n g r e g a t i o n  3s 

m i  5 s i GT: l ' u ~ ~ ~ k  
"z work throt igi~ 

Btr"iscme 02 i h  
ongregatkon, IV 
sf t k ~  Gssl-je3 , 

estab4ish 
t h e  c a l l i n g  af 

past-rs, use t,hc Lord 's  Supper,  a d  p rac t i ce  c!;u~c!i 
d i s c j p l i n e  acco.rdirlg L O  the Word of God, t h e y  iiave or- 
ganized what lge c a l l  an  Orti:genit:inde, a l o c a l  congre-- _ _ _ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - - - -  
gaLr,lon* 'The Lord's Sq:per i s  l o  "f~.t. 1 , i s~d  i j~i thi i i  -?he ., 

I d  I C G K = ~  1.0:17; 1 1 . : 2 0 ~ 2 . 5 ~  f r;.~.mc~dork i;f -ti- r cerrgyfi * ---. 
33-34. a ~ d  adg;j.n-jsterec, the c:lll.ed .ic.xS-g;,nt:: of the 
Word, 1 Coy, il:!.. wi!cnl 2:s ; . y ~ p a ~ - i n .  ,. - c;;e  of 

_ , I  e 

illness, it is ~ t ,  ';.>fit.: - 1 - 1 5  - _C .- dricie  
r l - I  

minister as the  se~-\iaa:t. of f f i e  csi.gi.ega4.ion, ~i- i i?  es--. 
tal,lishnlent of m i n i s t r y  l-cq;jrli;.-;s c1ia-t tile C ~ ~ ~ ~ s  
who are t o  y-e.:ej_ve tlae sc7;jjj.ces cjf t l l  js o f f i c e  be j 
in congregs t ion .  For t h e y  must u n i t e  t o  issue t h e  
As the hel-je\irys are tile pilssessors of the keys ru!ii cri 
are j-0 be admi-ni.;terc<L jili thei,-c bei iz l f .  *.!ley ! - i ~ ~ ~ q ~  L.eLS ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ - - ;  at., 

must issue tile call, wil-icil is t i l e  noi!ial -r:jroced;i~:e 
t o  be prefer-red, or e lse ,  & l e g a t e  t l i i . 5  a+uthori . ty i , ~  

someone. 1 ijcie 2 ~ 3 ;  ~ o h r l  : ' Q : 2 1 , 2 2 , 2 3 ;  Matt. . 18~18; s 

~ c t s  1:15-2::; ~ c t s  34.:23; T i t e  1:5, 'Ti~c adnt1ni-stratit2ii 
.a of tile pubi- jc c f f i c e  a lso  recjui.rt's a d e : f i n i t e  f l o c k ;  

L o  21.1 j:jit3 f l ~ c f ~  -i..I?.e -i.~ilicj.t Acts, 22:): 28, "Ta.kc heed '+' 

tilc ijo!-y G h o j . c  hi15 made you overseers  !:o f i i ~ i i  the chui.:;]! 
of Cod;" 1 Pc% * 5: 2; *'Feed tlle f l o c k  a!' \qhich :i~: 
among; yea, t ;kj-ng tile oversi b a i i t  ti..e.reof; " 1 T h e ~ i s .  5 : 3. '?; 
~ K I - I D ~  tiicln ;clli.clr labour among you and are over  you ;!-I 
t h e  ~ o y d ,  and admoiiish you;" Ileb. 13: 17; "Obey them tlial: 
have rule ovei; you and submit yourselves : for tlii-j- 
watch for your sou l s  as they which must g ive  account ." 
F i n a l l y ,  the cavryir tg  out of t he  third step in cases 
of discipline necessitates the orgai i iz ing of congrega- :  
t i o n s ,  s ince  the t w o  o r  three  must " t e l l  it to the  
cIlurcfi. " 

It may bc ob j ec t ed  t h a t  groups o t h e r  t h a n  the ccnyrc- 
g a t i o n ,  such as synods,  federations, na t iona l  c!iurchcs, 
e t c . ,  are also the creation of the iloly Spirit and 
therefore are d i v i n e  i n s t l t u t i o i i s .  Larger  c:liurch 
bodies did not exist in t h c  a p a s t o l i c  age. r o r  the 
cs  tablishment of t!ic f i r s t  congregat ioi l  through t i l e  
1qor.k o f  the i joly S p i r i t  we h s v e  the express  t eaching  
of  Ac t s  2. Fcr thc divl i le  estallisi:mer,t o f  m y  o t h e r  
body hnbe  no wovd o f  S c r i p t o r e .  Rut i t  is n o t  per- 
n:i ssi t:-) claim divir ic  in.; t i  t~ t i i i i i  f'~,- arjri-lllng w i t ! i -  
I)T?jT: ']:I ' I , X ; ' 1 6 S 5  ' . l i ~ ~ h i  o f  Cod, 

6 :>q = . - 
- :7:: cC;qyj;-zri-i"; ..., i.-- %.ii I:.s raised tEi.;it 'b~d.l!.i..: o-tjler t]lan 
A t,,l .&. le -j- -? (-2~ 2"'j .,-.12,; ... . , A . L . .  ,,.-.L 8 s :  ca r ry  oiit t!ic g r e a t  commission 

2nd fuh.r; 3 - - L  .+ ; -- 1 u r  2: - i <: i n - 1 ~  coiz~landed function, T j i i s  is trJr, 
j-i u- .p - fl a ..jc ,-- f u n ~ - t i u n s  can, and ii;:\ie been fulfilled iJcith-- 
c;i.ii the establislrment or exis tence  of such larger 
groups. The first C h r i s t i a i ~  did t l ~ r  \qori\ of t h e  King-- 
dom :ri t.h no ciii~rci: org,;::iza-i.i.~!ls iaz-ger than t!lc l o c a l  
c ~ .  a - t  is . h e r  ii(-i i l e ~ i ~ ~ i : . r \ ~  to SUC~:  'bodies 
to carry  ou t  t h e  Gil-ections oi' thc  Lord. But it i s  
liccessary to e s t a b l i s h .  local congregat-i-ons in o r d e r  to 
s e t  up the o f f i c e  o f  the jtii1:i.i :: -.ministry, administer 
the Lord's Supper,  and exerc ise  p rope r  i-:ltlrch d i s c i -  
p 1 i.ne . 

1 i s  n o t  -to s a y  t h a t  c o n g r e g a t i o n  s;muid not 3r- 
gan i zc i n t o  larw-* 2"* grou-05 . OD tl:c conir; i iu ,  irli-r: rile;- 
see t h a t  wider prevailing c o n d i t i o l : ~  tiiey c-ai: better 
perform the Lord's work by handing into large;+ orean- 
izations, they ought to do so. Rut this is dcne an 
the basis  o f  their oihin wisdom and judgment, n o t  i n  
obedience to a divine command. I t  i s  a matter of 
Chr i s t i an  l i b e r t y .  And such. larger church bod i e s  m-iy 
n o t  usurp t h e  God given functions of t h e  l o c a l  churcii. 



- 
~ h - ;  nvq  can he  done only - - -  - -- 0 -  - -  

Chr i s t i ans  unite in a j o  
gt:ther regui arly around 
t h e  rzr~~b?_ic: miniserg7 in $. 

- * o-"_bese t i r : ; , : l i  
of the local. 

We might  do 
y 3  07t? cba-i.ii::lli 
and so  fort'ra, 
in the  Boc3% c 
int @snfess ion  
the means o f  g 
heir midst by 

gs C a n  13:f dofie 
c o n g r e g a t i o n  3s 

m i  5 s i GT: l ' u ~ ~ ~ k  
"z work throt igi~ 

Btr"iscme 02 i h  
ongregatkon, IV 
sf t k ~  Gssl-je3 , 

estab4ish 
t h e  c a l l i n g  af 

past-rs, use t,hc Lord 's  Supper,  a d  p rac t i ce  c!;u~c!i 
d i s c j p l i n e  acco.rdirlg L O  the Word of God, t h e y  iiave or- 
ganized what lge c a l l  an  Orti:genit:inde, a l o c a l  congre-- _ _ _ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - - - -  
gaLr,lon* 'The Lord's Sq:per i s  l o  "f~.t. 1 , i s~d  i j~i thi i i  -?he ., 

I d  I C G K = ~  1.0:17; 1 1 . : 2 0 ~ 2 . 5 ~  f r;.~.mc~dork i;f -ti- r cerrgyfi * ---. 
33-34. a ~ d  adg;j.n-jsterec, the c:lll.ed .ic.xS-g;,nt:: of the 
Word, 1 Coy, il:!.. wi!cnl 2:s ; . y ~ p a ~ - i n .  ,. - c;;e  of 

_ , I  e 

illness, it is ~ t ,  ';.>fit.: - 1 - 1 5  - _C .- dricie  
r l - I  

minister as the  se~-\iaa:t. of f f i e  csi.gi.ega4.ion, ~i- i i?  es--. 
tal,lishnlent of m i n i s t r y  l-cq;jrli;.-;s c1ia-t tile C ~ ~ ~ ~ s  
who are t o  y-e.:ej_ve tlae sc7;jjj.ces cjf t l l  js o f f i c e  be j 
in congregs t ion .  For t h e y  must u n i t e  t o  issue t h e  
As the hel-je\irys are tile pilssessors of the keys ru!ii cri 
are j-0 be admi-ni.;terc<L jili thei,-c bei iz l f .  *.!ley ! - i ~ ~ ~ q ~  L.eLS ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ - - ;  at., 

must issue tile call, wil-icil is t i l e  noi!ial -r:jroced;i~:e 
t o  be prefer-red, or e lse ,  & l e g a t e  t l i i . 5  a+uthori . ty i , ~  

someone. 1 ijcie 2 ~ 3 ;  ~ o h r l  : ' Q : 2 1 , 2 2 , 2 3 ;  Matt. . 18~18; s 

~ c t s  1:15-2::; ~ c t s  34.:23; T i t e  1:5, 'Ti~c adnt1ni-stratit2ii 
.a of tile pubi- jc c f f i c e  a lso  recjui.rt's a d e : f i n i t e  f l o c k ;  

L o  21.1 j:jit3 f l ~ c f ~  -i..I?.e -i.~ilicj.t Acts, 22:): 28, "Ta.kc heed '+' 

tilc ijo!-y G h o j . c  hi15 made you overseers  !:o f i i ~ i i  the chui.:;]! 
of Cod;" 1 Pc% * 5: 2; *'Feed tlle f l o c k  a!' \qhich :i~: 
among; yea, t ;kj-ng tile oversi b a i i t  ti..e.reof; " 1 T h e ~ i s .  5 : 3. '?; 
~ K I - I D ~  tiicln ;clli.clr labour among you and are over  you ;!-I 
t h e  ~ o y d ,  and admoiiish you;" Ileb. 13: 17; "Obey them tlial: 
have rule ovei; you and submit yourselves : for tlii-j- 
watch for your sou l s  as they which must g ive  account ." 
F i n a l l y ,  the cavryir tg  out of t he  third step in cases 
of discipline necessitates the orgai i iz ing of congrega- :  
t i o n s ,  s ince  the t w o  o r  three  must " t e l l  it to the  
cIlurcfi. " 

It may bc ob j ec t ed  t h a t  groups o t h e r  t h a n  the ccnyrc- 
g a t i o n ,  such as synods,  federations, na t iona l  c!iurchcs, 
e t c . ,  are also the creation of the iloly Spirit and 
therefore are d i v i n e  i n s t l t u t i o i i s .  Larger  c:liurch 
bodies did not exist in t h c  a p a s t o l i c  age. r o r  the 
cs  tablishment of t!ic f i r s t  congregat ioi l  through t i l e  
1qor.k o f  the i joly S p i r i t  we h s v e  the express  t eaching  
of  Ac t s  2. Fcr thc divl i le  estallisi:mer,t o f  m y  o t h e r  
body hnbe  no wovd o f  S c r i p t o r e .  Rut i t  is n o t  per- 
n:i ssi t:-) claim divir ic  in.; t i  t~ t i i i i i  f'~,- arjri-lllng w i t ! i -  
I)T?jT: ']:I ' I , X ; ' 1 6 S 5  ' . l i ~ ~ h i  o f  Cod, 

6 :>q = . - 
- :7:: cC;qyj;-zri-i"; ..., i.-- %.ii I:.s raised tEi.;it 'b~d.l!.i..: o-tjler t]lan 
A t,,l .&. le -j- -? (-2~ 2"'j .,-.12,; ... . , A . L . .  ,,.-.L 8 s :  ca r ry  oiit t!ic g r e a t  commission 

2nd fuh.r; 3 - - L  .+ ; -- 1 u r  2: - i <: i n - 1 ~  coiz~landed function, T j i i s  is trJr, 
j-i u- .p - fl a ..jc ,-- f u n ~ - t i u n s  can, and ii;:\ie been fulfilled iJcith-- 
c;i.ii the establislrment or exis tence  of such larger 
groups. The first C h r i s t i a i ~  did t l ~ r  \qori\ of t h e  King-- 
dom :ri t.h no ciii~rci: org,;::iza-i.i.~!ls iaz-ger than t!lc l o c a l  
c ~ .  a - t  is . h e r  ii(-i i l e ~ i ~ ~ i : . r \ ~  to SUC~:  'bodies 
to carry  ou t  t h e  Gil-ections oi' thc  Lord. But it i s  
liccessary to e s t a b l i s h .  local congregat-i-ons in o r d e r  to 
s e t  up the o f f i c e  o f  the jtii1:i.i :: -.ministry, administer 
the Lord's Supper,  and exerc ise  p rope r  i-:ltlrch d i s c i -  
p 1 i.ne . 

1 i s  n o t  -to s a y  t h a t  c o n g r e g a t i o n  s;muid not 3r- 
gan i zc i n t o  larw-* 2"* grou-05 . OD tl:c conir; i iu ,  irli-r: rile;- 
see t h a t  wider prevailing c o n d i t i o l : ~  tiiey c-ai: better 
perform the Lord's work by handing into large;+ orean- 
izations, they ought to do so. Rut this is dcne an 
the basis  o f  their oihin wisdom and judgment, n o t  i n  
obedience to a divine command. I t  i s  a matter of 
Chr i s t i an  l i b e r t y .  And such. larger church bod i e s  m-iy 
n o t  usurp t h e  God given functions of t h e  l o c a l  churcii. 



i,OCAL CCFJX:' 

~ s e l  die 
hTeil es  

e Gewalt 
u.nd zwar  
aL," CIaTiiy 
hurch pow 

r 

S on - 
E C I I ~  
st, 
eder 
i s  the 
-r? 

t i s  riot 3 t c ~ ~ o r z l ,  bu"r ~?pjr:itua:! power, 
h Christ has giveaz t o  1I.j s Chu-zc!t OPI e a r t h  and, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  to iivc-rl- loca l  c o n ? r z r a t i o n  .) Tlxc 

1" 270 , To 1?]10nl, cherr ,  &g*-.<'Ti~+ l?; j; T : era t i l j  3 i;i.;i..-e--' . A *  

Cli,rist has givcl-1 this ?:0\17ET i..3 i l i  5 t:h~y:':j~ 0;1 fln:-*-i, v c ~ l  L ~ P  * 

cspeciail y , to eveyy loc.11 congrcgat ior ,  ." L:;t;ke~~ 5 

Small  Catechism, C o ~ ~ c o r d i a  3ISu'r;lishing iiouse, St* Louis, 
1943, ?age 183, qi ies t i r r i  270. 

ffmp 1 ~ ~ 3 1  cfxtlrch % 5 3 di~i : - ;z  "stit st i o n  <3:,2 :l:%:- 

c-mtms t e d  t o  i t tile o f f ;  i:e at the i,@a7s, 1:hi c'? func- 
t i o ~ r s  through tllc 1:11~"~ail':7 ing 3F tile ;4's>rd , ~ n d  211e a d -  
r n i n i ~ t ~ n t  iol? of " t h c  sacr.zn.icr,ts s,;' 'The E!ocf;rhnc? Z 
P o s ~ t b o n  o f  tile Nczz"rhii.p,iarz Synod, 19272 page 1 2 ,  "Cod 
has i n s t i t u t e d  the loca!  r,os~g~eg;t, i X!G has  GE- 

t r l x ~ f ~ d  to it t!~e Off~cc o f  t h e  K L ~ s ,  No iradiy~idiaal, 
ox .:i.l)r group of .Ind~vir!ii3.Li~, l r ; ~  till: ~ i g . 1 ~ ~  t o  e x e r -  
~1 Y 9 ~ ; l l , ~ r  l t v  o v e r  " i h ~  Ioc:il c~r;rtg~'~i 'q;~-tic?~z God has 
n o t  * , t  i t!l.ecd synod5 as s u c i ~ ,  We ff lid I11 t h e  S c r i p -  
tures !lo "C2ce of ~ u e f i  an o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  Synods have 
corxe i n t o  existence because sonp;reg;7i,tions hzve volun- 
tarily agrced t o  m t e r  i r l to  such mirtua? r e l a t i o n .  Tile 
congrsga t ions  are t he r eby  enabled more e a s i l y  t o  no?-k 
together f o r  t h e  t r a i n i n g  of parxors and teacf..-iexs, 
f.sr carrying ora rni ssion activity at home and abroad, 
For Chris t i a n  Iic~~cvolcsnces, e t c ,  The syltad "&hereby 
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becomes ~ n l y  a medium which makes i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  con- 
g r ega t i ons  of  the same f a i t h  t o  f u n c t i o n  more energet- 
i c a l l y  and e f f i c i e n t l y  i n  ma t t e r s  o f  common in t e r e s t  ." 
The Doct r ina l  P o s i t i o n  of t h e  Norwegian S p o d ,  1927.  

Is t h i s  claim t h a t  t h e  Keys of  t h e  Kingdom a r e  commit- 
t e d  t o  t h e  l o c a l  congregation,--w"d~ich has been made s o  
o f t e n ,  not: on ly  in the wri t ings  he re  cited, but i n  many 
cssayi; on this doctrine p r - s e ~ t t e d  over t h e  years  in t h e  
circ:c-5 of the o l d  S y n ~ d i c ~ j - l  C o ~ i f e r ~ n c c ,  --  a c l a im  
which 15 j u s t i f i e d  by t h e  clear t e a c h i n g  of S c r i p t u r e ?  
13: 1~~ 

T'~;c 0.k ~ ; C L  <JC the keys has been com~ni tted by Christ ,  
our  Lnrd ,  to iiis Church on earth, t h a t  is, t a  each 
a d  evcry t r u l y  b c i i e v l n g  C k r i s t i a n ,  Elis j s t i ~ c  
c l e a r  arid rans is te r i t  teacl i ing o f  S c r i p t u r e .  John 2 0 :  
22,23; M a t t .  16:19; 1 Pet .  2 : s -9 .  Every C h r i s t i a n  has 
th i>?  j3oi:er and the rig!i t  to  usc i t  ivllerever he is. Ile 
mzy ~ i n d  s l ~ o u l d  use it ~ l , i i i~ i i l  and w i t i ~ o u t  the frame- 
work of the coi:grcgatiol?. 3 i f l  i f  b e l i e v e r s  have the 
Iceys, then the  local  congregatiorr c-C b e l i e v e r s  has 
them. And Christ in I i i s  !iioril lias s p e c i f i c a l l y  commit- 
t c d  and entrusted to the local church t h e  p u b l i c ,  j o i n t  
e x e r c i z ~ e  of t h e  k e y s .  

For i n s t ance - -  

R ~ o u g h  the individual Christian possesses -the ite:/s il-i 

t h e i r  f u l l  power and use, when he f i n d s  llimseif where 
t h e r c  a r e  brethren who have the same power, he may not 
usurp f o r  h imse l f  t h e  r i g h t  t o  a r i se  and preach t h e  
Word i n  their ga the r ings  without  a c a l l  from them a l l .  
Nor may he t a k e  it upon himself t o  c a l l  ano the r  man 
a s  t h e  p u b l i c  s e r v a n t  of  the IVord. Rut he i s  t o  j o i n  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  congrega t ion  i n  c a l l i n g  
a p a s t o r .  That the congrega t ion  has this r i g h t  and 
power i s  p l a i n ,  s i n c e  t h e  b e l i e v e r s  are t h e  pos se s so r s  
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of kevs  t o  be adminj.s&red in pub]: c c ~ ~ i ~ c .  sliri:ij 10055 @n c a r t i 1  51,iail be ioosx3;.i! in h e a m V e n .  
F e r r the rm~rc ,  examplit:s of t%?e mediate c a l l  112 n-t i n a t  t:le church must act is a l so  shown by 1 c~~~ 5: 
b c ~ i p t l m r e  present  t h e  l o c a l  cl-ttssch a s  doi!zg " i . ~  4-5.  $ 3 ,  

Ill b."la-tL 118: 25-20 we hapie t i ~ c  Lrrr3.d 3 direcl:j ans  for 
de;;i.t_ng wit11 a b r o t h e r  wlto has  fallen i.ntc some s j12 

and is i n  dal.iger of e v e ~ l a s t i ~ n g  condt.rxfiatio~a~ 'T!-IP 
a a 

~ ] ? ~ - r i s $ - j , a ~  w11-j aqnohjs 6% s brother  P 31 3 - i.3 - t8 e.id-- 
mol;isl-L l i i m ,  Ilas 
he as LC; use  i t ,  If 'lio?sqevcl;":, Ile 7:; :?<-.; ~~13j . c .  . e 

W i i i  t h e  s lnnr ; lg  - brcI"iw, h z  # c ,  i l, . :. 1 . ~3 ;-.ria . i : ~  . "r,,;! i . 

nlore Tfley are t o  a$aioni s i ; ,  - > 

s t i l l  i g . i l l ,  1 1 9 ~  ~ ~ ( q j e n ~ ,  the.: x.i.5 9 -. 2 - -  j l;-jr; t . ' - i~‘-- ,* ' . -  .-_lilir:.7:!;CS 
- < 

h i s  3i.cf~saj., Eac41 of t;"i;e:,;{? tqhc dea,j ;lii.rti *i,ljc 5 -i"l'c:.j. 
has tjlc o f f i c e  of Uhe k e  
exerc ise  t l rem,  l'J]resa g12t3 

5 inner. remai.r~s adamant , t1-n 
warn him, yes ,  declaye 
t a i n e d  as long as he does no 

C ~ ~ P J T C ~  31ld Tie 2s .ref.dsecj t3 i l eay  .t;i~e ~llll-j-$:li  TIC^ -tl?.c? 
G ~ . ~ ~ ~ c ~ ~  has a .&ted,  F0-f- tlie . tex t  l-cacjs : ''p1.d t 1 % .  i f 
..;Zlall .neglect to I;ear tj;e 

thee 2s a.  heath::^ marl an 
tllc C!a:ri st i iL7:10 ki-re~i: 0 

j I - ~ ~ ;  t h a t  tire "*i-j.iceff is admon.ished l ~ i n i ,  (for it i.5 
'-' 

a.iJldrcssedf, "you have no t  do 
I r ro the r  u n t i l  you ha~ile b 
church and he  has yefuse 
j.s the case clrjscdc 0111~ then i s  the  s i n n e r  to be 
p u b l i c l y  declared to be ,  an3 rega.rded as a. i~eatl!e:r nz.1-i 

and a. publj.cai?, That the congregazion as a whole is 
to declare 11li.m to be such i s  ev iden t ,  f o r  i n  verse 18 
there is a cl-iarlge from "thouif to " i re i. , a g  from the s i n g -  
u f a r  to the plural: "Whatsoever ye s h a l l  bind on 
e a r t h  shall be l~ound  in heaven: and whatsoever ye 
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l'ialther and lloenecke s t a i e  t h a t  "it requires no p r ~ c f , "  
t g  c self--evident" t h a t  the church referred t o  in Matt- 

hew 18 is t h e  i ~ c a l  v i s i t I e  congr-egaticn, 1s tllis 
r i g l r t ?  The church  o f  Mattllew 18 is a d e f i n i - ~ e  gmu]: 
;I!! s t i n c t  from t!le h:!o ;,r tilrec. i g l i i .  i lave T - - F - - . T ~ -  [,A , v ; Q u ~ ~  ad- 

h a ~ T G E ~  :'/~:c!I CtJn  aijr',re.;seJc t 7 t s J 2  1 it ~~~~~Q 
i 3 c arid can be  card, ''if jic bpal* not t-ie 
u 2 ::.it ctri: 1:c- found and r-c;;giiiieds 
Y - I ,  - : ,  * t L!:+ i:idiyi d;ia i i,;!;~ ha5 cnryic ,d  or1 the 
r;d~xnnit: s;! 1 .; :xpccrcd ti: knovi v,i;z t " t l ' ~  ~ h g r ~ h f l  j s . 
Koig it cannct i f>  ~ 1 9 ~ ~  bA31:~ersal * Church. But in Scr ip -  
t u r e  ekklcesj a m a n s  e i t h e r  t h e  Una Sanc t a  or t h e  local  -- 
group of beilevers gathered abcu t  the Word and Sacra- 
ments or t h e  regular asseK$!iy of sucil a group. if  it 
is- n j i  the !hta Sancta t h a t  i s  refzrrc-d t o  i n  i~la t t .  18, ---- 
i t  mrst hc- l h c  l c c l l  cc l~zreg2  L ' i o , ~ .  \C~oever  1.7ouId d i s -  
p u t e  t h i s  is Ll iged  tc ::hc;.u 1i;lsre S c r i p t u r e  uses t h e  
ivozd ekk lecs i a  in ano~;hcr :cnsc. One mgl:t, of course, ------- ----- 
crguc t h a t  the v:ord here h a s  a xesn ing  n o t  found else- 
where in S c r i p t u r e .  !Ye ]lave such a case in Acts  19 ~ 3 3  
[verse 49 in Wes i co t  t a ~ d  iior t ,  a 1 s  t e wliere 
c k k l e e s i a  i s  u z ~ d  f o r  an a5seiiilliy of c i t i zc i i s ,  an 
-_I_--- 

tlzage uzliijue i r :  the Nex Tc,iaiccnt. Rut one ;xrjin i.:auld 
t a k t  eitkleesia in Matt 3 8: 17 t o  rr.ean r;oiiic"c:in,q dif- ---- --- --* Fsren t  illan it does cljcr,:!rere i n  tlie New Testarnenl: 
should show from t h e  t e s t  o r  co-nte~:~ xhzt it canilot 
mean what i t  otllerwise does meal: ir. tlic Ner% 'iestament, 
and t heye  is nct l r ing in the t e x t  to preclude tile or -  
d ina ry  meaning of a group of Christians in a certain 
place regularly gathere2 about "clie !ilurd and Sacramenxs. 
We are compelled tliereforc t o  understand uchurch" to 
mean t h e  loca l  C h r i s t i a n  congxegat io~l .  Waltller and 
Iloenecke are r i g h t  in sayirig thi.s i s  se l f - - ev iden t ,  re- 
quires  no p roo f .  
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h a ~ T G E ~  :'/~:c!I CtJn  aijr',re.;seJc t 7 t s J 2  1 it ~~~~~Q 
i 3 c arid can be  card, ''if jic bpal* not t-ie 
u 2 ::.it ctri: 1:c- found and r-c;;giiiieds 
Y - I ,  - : ,  * t L!:+ i:idiyi d;ia i i,;!;~ ha5 cnryic ,d  or1 the 
r;d~xnnit: s;! 1 .; :xpccrcd ti: knovi v,i;z t " t l ' ~  ~ h g r ~ h f l  j s . 
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is- n j i  the !hta Sancta t h a t  i s  refzrrc-d t o  i n  i~la t t .  18, ---- 
i t  mrst hc- l h c  l c c l l  cc l~zreg2  L ' i o , ~ .  \C~oever  1.7ouId d i s -  
p u t e  t h i s  is Ll iged  tc ::hc;.u 1i;lsre S c r i p t u r e  uses t h e  
ivozd ekk lecs i a  in ano~;hcr :cnsc. One mgl:t, of course, ------- ----- 
crguc t h a t  the v:ord here h a s  a xesn ing  n o t  found else- 
where in S c r i p t u r e .  !Ye ]lave such a case in Acts  19 ~ 3 3  
[verse 49 in Wes i co t  t a ~ d  iior t ,  a 1 s  t e wliere 
c k k l e e s i a  i s  u z ~ d  f o r  an a5seiiilliy of c i t i zc i i s ,  an 
-_I_--- 

tlzage uzliijue i r :  the Nex Tc,iaiccnt. Rut one ;xrjin i.:auld 
t a k t  eitkleesia in Matt 3 8: 17 t o  rr.ean r;oiiic"c:in,q dif- ---- --- --* Fsren t  illan it does cljcr,:!rere i n  tlie New Testarnenl: 
should show from t h e  t e s t  o r  co-nte~:~ xhzt it canilot 
mean what i t  otllerwise does meal: ir. tlic Ner% 'iestament, 
and t heye  is nct l r ing in the t e x t  to preclude tile or -  
d ina ry  meaning of a group of Christians in a certain 
place regularly gathere2 about "clie !ilurd and Sacramenxs. 
We are compelled tliereforc t o  understand uchurch" to 
mean t h e  loca l  C h r i s t i a n  congxegat io~l .  Waltller and 
Iloenecke are r i g h t  in sayirig thi.s i s  se l f - - ev iden t ,  re- 
quires  no p roo f .  



Furthermore,  only the  congregation t o  which the s i n n e r  
belongs i s  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  deal wi th  him over a peT- 
i u d  of time as requi red  by Ch-rj.sti3n love sad the d i r -  
e c t i o n s  of Matt, 18:15-17. Only h i s  own congregat ion 
is in the p o s i t i o n  t o  investigate t he  matter prope r ly  
and rrrss judgment oil i t .  Only h i s  own congrega t io i~  
has the r i g h t  t o  excommunii:a-te l l i m  and can carry out 
such a verdict, 

i n  addj.tj.cn t o  these cc~nsi derat ioj is  we -r-e cor i f ron ic r i  
with t-1~ ..fact t h a t  Scr;jt.tpure gi.-i~cs 115 o i i l v  nnf: ~ : ~ ~ : - ~ p l e  
of the car ry ing  our: of fijni:rhevi 18, T r  j-5 ~ . i t t :  ~ , d . ~ ~  m p c ~ >  :- CI? 

0 - C  I Y 

t h e  i n i e s t u o u  man 1.i; ~ o r l n t l i .  J-i.ez<> T)g.i,~i t h t ?  ) + > < ~ : ~ f l e  
does n o t  presume tc)  e x c ~ ~ ~ ~ l r ~ ; ; ~ t e ,  iiiou.gh he ci.rte' c-An- 

l y  possessed the keys,  he c-il-5 ij-mp t .1 :~ ro i l o re - ,  0 

ga t i .0~ :  to excon~nunicate the m a n ,  a r ~ d  l a t e r  t o  r es to re  
h i m ,  1 Cor,  Srl-43; 2 Cor, 2:s-21, 

\'$hat the congregat ions may do i n d i v i d u a l l y ;  their  may 
do t oge thex ,  ~I-IC! shoulh ii1;en t h i s  eit3hic.s t h c ~ n  i u  
2 ~ u ~ c t i c n  mace effec-t ivciy.  2  COT.^ :;CJ3?i) g i ves  us 
an exail,;,?e o f  such ~ o ~ p e - r a t i o i ~ ,  I t  a l s o  s~L'J~::  US th:*i 
c o n g r e g a t ~ o n s  may chosc people ~o carry our t h e i r  
d i rec t ives  and delegate au tho r j  t y  to them, Tllus, tl: 

messci-tgers of thc c!~urcl?es were chosen by then t o  ga- 
ther ti:e coliect!o:r f o r  the sa in t s  in Jerusalem a ~ l d  
t :Ac it ",o thcm, in verse 19 reference i s  made tri  
one man who was e lec ted  by a  number of churches t o  
t r ave l  w i " c  Paul wi th  tire c o l l e c t i o n .  The congrega-  

t i o n  may ever! establisli a u x i l l i a r y  o f f i c e s  which as- 
si.5-t the  o f f i c e  of t h e  p u b l i c  m i n i s t r y  a r e  par t s  
o f  i t ,  a s  we see from Acts 6. 

I t  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  sphere of  C h r i s t i a n  l i b e r t y  

when congrega t ions  band t o g e t h e r  i n t o  larger bodies  
and d e l e g a t e  c e r t a i n  functions t o  such bodies ,  when 
they e s t a b l i s h  new offices as branches o f  the  p u b l i c  
m i n i s t e r i a l  o f f i c e  which assist i n  i t s  work, when 
they  do t h i s  e i t h e r  s e p a r a t e l y  o r  j o i n t l y  wi th  s i s t e r  
congrega t ions ,  when t hey  de lega te  a u t h o r i t y  t o  board 
and committees e l e c t e d  by them o r  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a -  
t i v e s .  When a  miss ion board ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  issues a  
c a l l ,  i t  does s o  by v i r t u e  of  the  a u t h o r i t y  v e s t e d  i n  
i t ,  delegated t o  i t  by the  congrega-tions through their 
delegates. Although the members of the board are, we 
t r u s t ,  t--l-~t Chr i s%ians ,  t h e y  do n u t  c a l l  by virtue of  
their o:~n r,-pii.itual p r i e s thood ,  bu t  because they have 
been eIectz3 tC ac t  oil  behalf of  t h e  congregat ions 

,- have bandzd t age the r  i n t o  a l a r g e r  church body. 
If the c a l l  were i s sued  by v i r t u e  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
p r i e s thood  o f  the  hoard  members, cons i s t ency  would r e -  
q u i r e  t h a t  anyone e l se  whom we must acknowledge a s  a 
Christian b r o t h e r  should be allowed t o  j o i n  i n  issu- 
ing t he  c a l l  even if he has n o t  been e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  
board .  But of course  no synod o r  synodica l  board  
would allow such a  procedure.  

i f  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  keys is  cciiimitted t o  t h e  congre- 
gation af b e l i e v e r s ,  what s h a l l  we say of hypocr i tes  
who outwardly and b e f o r e  men are members o f  t h e  l o c a l  
cllurch (though n o t  r e a l l y  and b e f o r e  Cod) and ~yho may 
even publicly admin i s t e r  tlre mcaril; o f  prate on b e h a l f  
of  t h e  congrega t ion?  Tne keys do not he long  t o  hypo- 
c r i t e s .  ilihen t hey  jo in  i n  t h e i r  e x e ~ c i s c  o u t ~ ~ a r d l y ,  
o r  even a d m i n i s t e r  them i n  p u b l i c  o f f i c e ,  t h e  keys 
remain v a l i d  and e f f i c a c i o u s  because they are be ing  
adminis te red  on b e h a l f  of  t hose  t o  whom they  be long ,  
t h e  true members of  the congrega t ion ,  t h e  t r u e  members 
C h r i s t .  Hypocr i tes  i n  t h e  v i s i b l e  church are l i k e  
mud on a  wagon wheel. The mud i s  n o t  p a r t  o f  t h e  
wheel, b u t  i t  does n o t  s t o p  t h e  wheel from func t i on -  
i ng .  
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To s l i m  up what has been ?resented.  The local cczgre- 

g g t i o n  according t o  its essence i s  a group of Chris t - -  
ians who regularly gathe-r. shout the means of grace. 
I-lyyocrites are mixed in with this group but. do n o t  
really beiorig t o  i t .  To i t  belong the name, titles, 
ri gh t s ,  duties, and treascres of the Church. God has 

i ~ ~ s t i z v t e d  " r ie  local  ~I-~urc 'n and cc~mnzitted to it t h e  
p u t ~ l i c  exercise of t he  o f f i c e  o f  the keys.  C h r i s t i a n  

congregat ions are t o  acknowledge the2 r brethren in 
f a i t h  elsewhere and labor  w i t 2 1  them f c r  - t h e  * advance- 
ment of t l ~ e  Kingdom, but they are :iot c ' ; ?~ged  to jo i i l  
in larger grovps,  although they  ri~.ij. do so  i n  C!lristiar? 
l i b e r t y .  For synods arid o the r  cii:ircii bodies  are of 
llrarn811, n o t  of d iv ine  ins t i e t r t ioc  , 

THE P U B L I C  klINZSTTPL' 

God has instituted the  min i s t ry  -- i n  - abs t rac to  and com- 
mltted it t o  all C'mristians, The ministry i n  abstsraceo -- pp- 
is the means of grace. Matt.. 2 8 :  ?'3,20; Mark 2 6 :  15; 
Joh-il 20 :  21-23, 

God has a l s ~  instituted t h e  m i n i s t r y  in cons re to ,  - --- 
t h a t  is, t h e  i ~ i i n i s t r y  of the p u b l i c  administration 
of the liiearls of grace on behalf  o f  t he  church was es -  
t ab l i shed  by t h e  Son of God who called the apostles to 
t h e  o f f ice  of the p ~ e a c h i n g  the Gospel, the min i s t ry  
of the cel-e of SOUIS, P ! a t t ,  40; 28.18-20: Hark. l6:13, 
16; John 23:15--17; and iuhe similarly called tile sev- 
enty, Luke 10:1-22. ' I l la t  =the Lord was hereby insti- 
t u t i n g  a rea l  n ~ i n i s t r y ,  an o f f ice  and n o t  merely 
certain functions, is shown by the fact t h a t  t h i s  
o f f i c e  i s  distinct from the spiritual pr ies thood,  a l -  
tllough based upon and rooted  in i t .  For  a Chr i s t i an  
must have a cafb t o  this o f f i c e  Rem, 1 8 ~ 1 5 ;  1 Cor ,  
12329; 2 Cor. 5 ~ 2 0 ;  o t h e r  than the general calling 
and the priestly office rvhich belongs to a l l  Christ-  
i a n s .  I t  i s  spoken of in Scripture as an o f f i c e  into 
which one may be placed. Acts 1~20: "His bishopric 

(episkopees)  l e t  a n o t l ~ e r  t a k e . "  1 Tims 3: 1, i f ~ f  a man 
------ -- 

dec2 - - ~ r e  -2 t h e  o f f i c e  of a b i shop  (ep;skapees) ile des i re th  
a good work." Rom. 1:5, "we h a ~ w ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  grace and 
apostleship (apostolees)  ------- . Y i  Eph. 3 :  6,7, " the  Gospel 
whereof I was made a m i n i s t e r  (;ia',,,,,,) e ~ f  c Q k  1 I 24, 
?-, ,- ----.-- ~3~ " t h e  cilurch, whereof I was made a minister  (di-&o.- 
f i os )  acxord ing  to the s tewards11i.p~ dipsensarion m- .--- - nomian) of God which. was given to :" hfor you, to ful- -- 
f i l l  the Word of  God." Luther-: ,,die Gemeinde, \gelchcr 
i c h  ein Diener wordc-r, bin n;~!-~ dem p o e t t i '  -I-*- 

i3 ic*l;<,n Predig- 
tamt, d2.; n i r  gegeher: i s t  ui ; ter  t-~c;i3 dass  i c h  das 
!\'art Gottec; reici;li-:i ~ r e & g e ~ ~  s o l  1,. fi RSV: " t h e  church 
~ - f  14Jhj--.{1 f-,!::,~,-. ...-L;;E~: & 1 ~ ;  " 71 51:er t o  the d i v i n e  of fi,ce x!-jic!i "i;lerl to me for  YOU to make the Word o f  God fi>lly grt:2bvfl, G f ?  1 T i n l ,  1: 12, i t p u t t j m n g  into 0 * t h e  minlsiry (t!ieir,enos e i ~  dia,koiiian) ' t  

E J  ef; 7 -- ------- --. -.-- ' -_-___ -_-_ 
0 

1 Cor. 4::, 
.i a "an 5 0  aCcGU12 t  c.f us as ni in is te rs  (h l l -~Jee r~ ta s )  

J &  " -  -- cf C h r i s t  and s t e w a r d " ~  (ciki:no%lous) of t h e  niyst,eries 
--- -- ----..----- f ( n c s e  tcynri-.- q j iS i (Ov~%- , - r  

.-_-_ __^__; 
i j C I ; z Z  apos to lees ,  a i k -  

17.- -~---+ -------.- 2- --:--? ---- 
~3 1 J. ~(i1113. .% i ~ f : f i c e  of a. ~ j k ~ ~ , ~ ~ r t z  z < - n v - - - + - k -  -- 

--. -,-..--- _----. ..4, . . L L . i a ' b ~ , i , 7 i ~ ~ - ( s ,  admin-is- 
a ,  t iaa*i ion, d i s p e n s a t i o ! ~ ,  - - o a k o n ~ i n ~ 5  mrnage& of a house- ------- ho!d o r  es ta te ,  an administra.eor, steiAiard, - - ! I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -  

------- tees: 8. servant, attendant, mii;:.;ter, j.lced of a magis- - t ra. tes a t t e n d a n t ,  of of f ice r s  of t-1~. syllagngue or sari- 

h c d r i n ,  of ai:tel~dailt- of 3 &I-rigs, ' of C!-~r.i.stian min i s t e r s ,  :.like 1:2; Acts ; 26. -16; --dLa.konl;: t h e  ~ f f i c e  and 
"Lin* -es I------- ~ , : , ~ ) ' k  of a -_--,--- dii&onos .- C ~ - L - < -  V ;  LG m:in:is tr)?; --dia!co::~i :' ser- 

--I--, .- -- _-__-""I v ~i i t ,  "'- ;~t tendan*c  ai.;iisi:cr. --~.lso3 j . e ~ j - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ : ~  
------̂  - -__-._- * .------ ' itom. I S :  6 a 1 ~ i b i j . c  se-,yal:t n ; i i 7 i s t e i d ,  s e ~ v a ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  " + ;  

1- Laiat f shi;l;,jd ve the ieitcurgcs cf  
------- JCSIIS Chr j . s  t t o  t!,e Gc:jj:fi-es, 

* ,  mlnrstering t h e  Gospel ~ . r  a God," -s!lni.q t'i;it -t;ic i40rd 
has  n o t  oT3.l~~ co~mitted t h e  meails of grace to t h e  Churcil 
(l'Ri,ristry ill abstracts) b ~ t  a i i ~  c j tabf iShrd a - 
ninistry, a concrete office of service,  i n t o  itlh-jch 
"en are  t o  be called -to admin.ister t h e  mysteries of 
God on behalf  of those  to whom t!ia Lord o r k i n a l l y  
gave them. 

We must distinguish between the distinctive f e a t u r e s  
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ment of t l ~ e  Kingdom, but they are :iot c ' ; ?~ged  to jo i i l  
in larger grovps,  although they  ri~.ij. do so  i n  C!lristiar? 
l i b e r t y .  For synods arid o the r  cii:ircii bodies  are of 
llrarn811, n o t  of d iv ine  ins t i e t r t ioc  , 

THE P U B L I C  klINZSTTPL' 

God has instituted the  min i s t ry  -- i n  - abs t rac to  and com- 
mltted it t o  all C'mristians, The ministry i n  abstsraceo -- pp- 
is the means of grace. Matt.. 2 8 :  ?'3,20; Mark 2 6 :  15; 
Joh-il 20 :  21-23, 

God has a l s ~  instituted t h e  m i n i s t r y  in cons re to ,  - --- 
t h a t  is, t h e  i ~ i i n i s t r y  of the p u b l i c  administration 
of the liiearls of grace on behalf  o f  t he  church was es -  
t ab l i shed  by t h e  Son of God who called the apostles to 
t h e  o f f ice  of the p ~ e a c h i n g  the Gospel, the min i s t ry  
of the cel-e of SOUIS, P ! a t t ,  40; 28.18-20: Hark. l6:13, 
16; John 23:15--17; and iuhe similarly called tile sev- 
enty, Luke 10:1-22. ' I l la t  =the Lord was hereby insti- 
t u t i n g  a rea l  n ~ i n i s t r y ,  an o f f ice  and n o t  merely 
certain functions, is shown by the fact t h a t  t h i s  
o f f i c e  i s  distinct from the spiritual pr ies thood,  a l -  
tllough based upon and rooted  in i t .  For  a Chr i s t i an  
must have a cafb t o  this o f f i c e  Rem, 1 8 ~ 1 5 ;  1 Cor ,  
12329; 2 Cor. 5 ~ 2 0 ;  o t h e r  than the general calling 
and the priestly office rvhich belongs to a l l  Christ-  
i a n s .  I t  i s  spoken of in Scripture as an o f f i c e  into 
which one may be placed. Acts 1~20: "His bishopric 

(episkopees)  l e t  a n o t l ~ e r  t a k e . "  1 Tims 3: 1, i f ~ f  a man 
------ -- 

dec2 - - ~ r e  -2 t h e  o f f i c e  of a b i shop  (ep;skapees) ile des i re th  
a good work." Rom. 1:5, "we h a ~ w ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  grace and 
apostleship (apostolees)  ------- . Y i  Eph. 3 :  6,7, " the  Gospel 
whereof I was made a m i n i s t e r  (;ia',,,,,,) e ~ f  c Q k  1 I 24, 
?-, ,- ----.-- ~3~ " t h e  cilurch, whereof I was made a minister  (di-&o.- 
f i os )  acxord ing  to the s tewards11i.p~ dipsensarion m- .--- - nomian) of God which. was given to :" hfor you, to ful- -- 
f i l l  the Word of  God." Luther-: ,,die Gemeinde, \gelchcr 
i c h  ein Diener wordc-r, bin n;~!-~ dem p o e t t i '  -I-*- 

i3 ic*l;<,n Predig- 
tamt, d2.; n i r  gegeher: i s t  ui ; ter  t-~c;i3 dass  i c h  das 
!\'art Gottec; reici;li-:i ~ r e & g e ~ ~  s o l  1,. fi RSV: " t h e  church 
~ - f  14Jhj--.{1 f-,!::,~,-. ...-L;;E~: & 1 ~ ;  " 71 51:er t o  the d i v i n e  of fi,ce x!-jic!i "i;lerl to me for  YOU to make the Word o f  God fi>lly grt:2bvfl, G f ?  1 T i n l ,  1: 12, i t p u t t j m n g  into 0 * t h e  minlsiry (t!ieir,enos e i ~  dia,koiiian) ' t  

E J  ef; 7 -- ------- --. -.-- ' -_-___ -_-_ 
0 

1 Cor. 4::, 
.i a "an 5 0  aCcGU12 t  c.f us as ni in is te rs  (h l l -~Jee r~ ta s )  

J &  " -  -- cf C h r i s t  and s t e w a r d " ~  (ciki:no%lous) of t h e  niyst,eries 
--- -- ----..----- f ( n c s e  tcynri-.- q j iS i (Ov~%- , - r  

.-_-_ __^__; 
i j C I ; z Z  apos to lees ,  a i k -  

17.- -~---+ -------.- 2- --:--? ---- 
~3 1 J. ~(i1113. .% i ~ f : f i c e  of a. ~ j k ~ ~ , ~ ~ r t z  z < - n v - - - + - k -  -- 

--. -,-..--- _----. ..4, . . L L . i a ' b ~ , i , 7 i ~ ~ - ( s ,  admin-is- 
a ,  t iaa*i ion, d i s p e n s a t i o ! ~ ,  - - o a k o n ~ i n ~ 5  mrnage& of a house- ------- ho!d o r  es ta te ,  an administra.eor, steiAiard, - - ! I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -  

------- tees: 8. servant, attendant, mii;:.;ter, j.lced of a magis- - t ra. tes a t t e n d a n t ,  of of f ice r s  of t-1~. syllagngue or sari- 

h c d r i n ,  of ai:tel~dailt- of 3 &I-rigs, ' of C!-~r.i.stian min i s t e r s ,  :.like 1:2; Acts ; 26. -16; --dLa.konl;: t h e  ~ f f i c e  and 
"Lin* -es I------- ~ , : , ~ ) ' k  of a -_--,--- dii&onos .- C ~ - L - < -  V ;  LG m:in:is tr)?; --dia!co::~i :' ser- 

--I--, .- -- _-__-""I v ~i i t ,  "'- ;~t tendan*c  ai.;iisi:cr. --~.lso3 j . e ~ j - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ : ~  
------̂  - -__-._- * .------ ' itom. I S :  6 a 1 ~ i b i j . c  se-,yal:t n ; i i 7 i s t e i d ,  s e ~ v a ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  " + ;  

1- Laiat f shi;l;,jd ve the ieitcurgcs cf  
------- JCSIIS Chr j . s  t t o  t!,e Gc:jj:fi-es, 

* ,  mlnrstering t h e  Gospel ~ . r  a God," -s!lni.q t'i;it -t;ic i40rd 
has  n o t  oT3.l~~ co~mitted t h e  meails of grace to t h e  Churcil 
(l'Ri,ristry ill abstracts) b ~ t  a i i ~  c j tabf iShrd a - 
ninistry, a concrete office of service,  i n t o  itlh-jch 
"en are  t o  be called -to admin.ister t h e  mysteries of 
God on behalf  of those  to whom t!ia Lord o r k i n a l l y  
gave them. 

We must distinguish between the distinctive f e a t u r e s  



-r - 
of the a p ~ ~ i o l a t e - ~ ~ ; '  ir;mgdi al:c r a  1' l J f i i \ : ~ j ~ ; a ~  i;\ sco?c 
and t i iF  specia l  gi-.ftci f - -  as we] 1 a s  the 
g i f t  cf mi.racles ar, s i g n  2nd confl2-~naticn of ~ h t :  i .m- 

< 

rneGl:,! t e czl . l ,  and t he  !a imis t ry  of i l ~ ~ ~ ~ " ~ i r i g  g':vei.? to 
,; pe~:;li ,ar *Lo zhf 3p'35$!~5 .the a.ijosl:les, rIl~e forlrrcr ---.-- 

and j iaye passed avjay. T11.e m i f i i s t ~ y  esta'blj.shed by ti!- 
ca 1 ] j - r ! ~ ~  b of tjle Apostles i s  r : ~  coit~l.nue to t i l e  end of 

WC tim- * ihgrpfore  see t h a t  tile Axjostles coordi:-:a te 
1 - ] c;tli-d these tgh-~ haye been. rriedia.-tel;i <, . - I ~ , I  

~ j i t h  t:ie:nselves, 1 COT. 4 : ? ;  1 Pet2.  5 C o l e  4r7; 
- .  

P i ~ i l . .  2 ~ 2 5 ,  aiid f dui,?.ec;, ~ p - a l i f i . i a t i r i n s ,  - 
a u t h o r i t y ,  resilonsi,Jji l i -gy and i;afi:?y cf  ~ ~ ~ - ~ - ~ j - ~  .t 13b7 
of tile apos t l e s  2nd the mcditt.?\ f--:l j.ed .;c:cr.n.tc of 
the \$ord are  +he s ~ m c .  2 Car, 5 : 2') ; C::.l a 

,I. : 2.5 ; . A c t s  6 : 

2 , 4 ;  1 Coy. J:l; I Core 3 : s ;  . 1 3 2 Sor. 
4,:s; .John 21,: 15-17; 20:17-,-35; j P!?t, 5: 1-4; k j ~ b  - 

13:17; 1 Tim.  3:1-7; T i t .  1:s-9; 1 Thecs.  5:12,13.  
( I n  regard  to t h e  a u t h o r i t y  be ing  tlie same: while 
the  apos t l es  s p e a k i n g  the Word of God by inspiration 
spoke w i th  d iv- j :?~  m t h o r i t y ,  c.t.F.er minis ters  o f  + t h ~  a 

Word speak idt~L-th, the  same a i i t h ~ r f i y  x45;ixen pro;la:!ii:ing 
the  iVord which they f i n d  in the S c ~ i p t u r s  of tile 
apos t l.es and pxionliets .) 

The min i s t ry  of preachi rg  com:fiitti.d tii t h e  apo:;ties J G~ 

to coi~ti.n~.~c to t h e  end of: t ime. 'Ya?t.  2S:2C, "Lo, 1 

anl rujth yoii a l t ~ 3 y  unto t l ie  end ~f !he world ." AS ~ i i c  

Church is ts prnc1a.i.m the Gospel i? i : the p ~ d  of iinc, 
t h e  public n f f i c e  e s t a b l  ished 4-3 proclaim rhe G~spsi 
is to corltinue a~-~.nd the Church i s  c7idinzrily bound to 
i t  unti. l  tht. end. TncreCorc the n p ~ s t l e s  sene the 
e a r l y  coiigregatioris themselves ik~hile they were m~imong 
then,, bu t  when they l e f r  t h q ~  had. men called t o  t h e  
rciriisi-ry of p r ~ a c h i 1 2 g  in their mids t ,  Acts 14  : 2 R ;  Tit, 
1:s; 1 T i m .  3:lff; Col 4:17; 1 Thess. 5:12,33,  and 
t m p l ~ t  t h a t  tllcse \&:ere d i v i n e l y  cal led incumbents 
of tile pub l i c  m i n i s t r y ,  Acts  20128; 1 Cor.  1 2 : 2 8 ;  T i t .  
I:?, r h e y  a l s o  gave i n s t r u c t i o n s  for t h e  continua- 
t i o n  of this o f f j c e ,  2 Tim. 2 : 2 ;  I Tim. 3 : 3 - 7 ;  T i t *  1: 

'This i n i n i s t r y  is the ar:t,!iorj.ty j-o : ~ , d ~ l ~ k ~ j . s - c e ~  -jil 

c of .t,l-:e S3';'j.tUZil 3t";ec-p?"- - c f f i ce  t h e  common r igh- t -  
i-' " " A..L -. -1rOQil. 

i n  behal f  of All, 1 Car, 4 1; John 2 1 :  j5,:6; 1 T i m *  4: 
I--s * 2 COX-, 2: 10, S i n c e  tTY c - - : r ,  :.rr; , ~;stablg,,hr;.1 bv - -  --------.-------.=-- -----.--- .--" -------- L-x__L~'" C h r i s t  :is the ministry of a r p a p ' * <  -.- - ~ L . , T I ~  t h ~  Sli'crd arid s ince  
it. 'i.5 th- public admiriistratic:n of !;elic it em,- - ----- -----.-- ------------------ -----<.--.----- ---^-- -.-- L-12-_- 

- braces 2l.I o f f i c e s  of the cjlurcj:3 31i offiCsc ,.4.i T~.!.: . d i i a ~ h  the 
ri7 i : O ~ - d  - ,2 s e t 5  Ul? in t h e  C]iurcii, -jnasmucii as the ?-a3.- 

-_-.--.------" _--.---___- Gin-- - ----- b r a c e  t h e  entire a u t h o r i t y  of tile Churciia 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ d - ~ ~ j . ~  ----- -.-------l- ,^" ----------.- -t ]I "- 

j-nc~j&ents; 0-f tF . "  ~ j . 5  0jCfi.c~ are the :-jciy- cp-,. i/ -.. A. &.I> - 
' - . ~wes  cr ' i - r .~!  eideic-, bis i iop3,  sl:el.ia~rds i,ile.t.i- I-. *- -- 

t i ~  * L ~ - I P I ~ .  a r e  c ~ s - 3 q - ~ ~ t ~ r .  
" " J  G-l,i.3 S o r  1A!s5-1- - .  t.i L , b~i'i; 7 -L i e j.,&c~;rlb en:;. 0 f 

- ~ ~ ~ ~ t ] ~ ~ y  c:f:pi@:: r;:f l g j ,  *., c,. .- 01-k 5 , t-h, 2 + %, 1 - " {: -pi 2 -.- 4 ST.::\. 1 :A,I~ L.:s * 
? ? A ; '  , * ;,2 &/ *,-.$y> * 3 . - 1, - ,- .. A $-: 3 .<-+ ? <> ( - 8  . ;) 13 :, a 1 =; fJ f-> c - % % A  .-zb di ]C ~a3"1~-ye;;r.;~-jionj,- and t.-llc 
. *  < 

4 

s + I-; 5 1 j. (;I-: 1 * ,Y - 3  ,-t ; 7 - 
j2j C\!*.,,! ; &, I:, ,s-;;z-ge<t .*,-. " k L <; T' cgxz-arpi:;i tFie 3 -'-- * "- - iT;. . l . -d- 

- 7 
j3Ll k- , ,-.I. T r;, c-5.r;-> .!.? .*-< ~ *- ; %'- :,,& J- c;$ .& g.. fi 2 :  i, .cl2 > P?T . Z j - * .  ; c; +- 4 -  ,,-. "~.. ,., J . U L  ~ : ~ ~ . g > * 3 ~ o - q i - 2  <> b<" *, L a;-i Flrl d 

il!3 .;- C;l (J ve.p a i L  " 3 7 . ~ ~ u ~ ~ ~ ,  ~?;< g;i2<2v WL" 
, L ~ L  r,~~~ijt @-ye an a~:cour-!t, 

$ PT? 
i 7 1-13 
. - L L , .  5 7  5:1,76 1 

J r r 3 i t  a %:7; IHeb, 13:17,  ; f -.-7 L .>c l -P  TIT- . S ~ . ~ -  v..;. i'r the a-postto !a,te tht: Lord ha,; e s t a b j  j3he-j ill 
'1' 

:.,iLL. i ,ngrcb n n h  one Offi  
, Wi.; .,". c:j embraces - 211 iqf.F;-e 

,- "C .& 7- . ---..---- ----- -" *----.---.-- L---~-+*:-::S L.2; z ~ ~ j  l - l r  \3,ijiic;j2 ;ile <:--+. 
- ii Y -----------------.-------i ----.- .---- <---" 

, - .*.~&.~~~.z.r..;g:&.l 3 + i O I l  of: c-36. 
-8 c. *r. 

-'------- ----- -. .--. .--2 ..----____-___ 
. .  c . 3  [:e ?;rc/vjded fijr ' T - ~  OITO---,. - ,3eFT.a ---. ----. 

*..-LJ ;3 j ;L ,~3- ,  Y0.e f ; j .pjrL?s~ --.-----.-------A .-----------.- -- ----- -- _--- 2.::; --._. __-_-,--<--. I" . -_ -A_-_ ._  * 

6 rJ-f-f"-ce tbLe - r G j ~ . i  ST--*--. of 2- ' 3  
1 - A -  .,-- + j - * v  rl.c c .3 , . A L i i ~ g ,  11,~i t 7 1  i",h 3-1 1 

o!:her s f f i c e s  are - * .  -.-- -- XI--X__̂  __II--" _ , m ~ ~ 1 j ; a . ~ ~ e ~ ~ ~ i ~ * ~ .  r r , n i " i ~ - -  
--.----;_------.-_I->__--.-.------.--*~-- . L Z I I  i -. 1.rcSn, $nlere,- .<:(7yc-. $3- a- a\, -----------" .J - ,- -, i,rb 1 j, f ;  f -  I- P -,* i)<?-F i .Q, iT7 4- 7 

- . i i - .  1 L 2 . . ~ . ~ ,  .- ~ g e  <-~~lijj:i::.I,jli is merely 21 
. " tilc: r 7 c+-ii-. ,-- - a  J I * L Z J L ~ L L \ , ~  z-ri a.?-l.~j.:j.j.:2b>:;y :]j.-i-+L[:c:" 

.s - 3 1 ~ ~ ~ y 3 ~ f ~ ~ l p r ~ ~  p f q [  n--s-! 
'r A . . . . ~  f . s  3tI; j+h5is ; f i l e  ni,ii.. 

j s .t -?-by ~n e !<irciic ~ i n d  Jjiiat, 3r.i ';dir.j ~ i r ,  -j87;j3 -.------ --__.__^_ ___,--' 

3-12--3, Cf. i.u:her, St, [,orris ;~dj . . l , ;~~-~ ;<;>IT ,--+ ~ d 8 1  
Par. 265; 'Y 1 9 4 i 9 ,  p2?r9 215, 24; x ,  7 9 2 .  it:ire 7' - " ' 9  I d * ]  

t!if n;in;.st:ry of p:reac--;i.~-~ was Lo  pza! 0 l i .L I, * ., 
1 Car. 1: 17, b a p t i s m  and 811 - - c - ~ *  :: 
p-3 

:I L I Z  l;:es o f  tile 
c..nu:rcli were cc~nipitted. to that coirld 
- $  Ljh:~-.i.u-t.iii c. .c-. .,., Them hio lsc?f  i:-g . ] - c ; v ~  then! t.0 otiiers, as 
See from 1 Core 1:14-~16.  The a p o s t l e s  at- first per,- 
formed the f ~ x ~ c t i f i i - i  of almoners j-rl 

bib L':J 2 lem9 b u t  
when their l abors  grew t o o  heavy, t h e  congregation 
e s t a b l i s h e d  an aux i l l . i a ry  o f f i c e  t h a t  t h e y  n i g h t  
give a t t e n l i o n  t o  t h e i r  p r i n c i p a l  work ,  the m i n i s t y  
of t h e  Word. But they d i d  not  cease t o  be involved 
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of the a p ~ ~ i o l a t e - ~ ~ ; '  ir;mgdi al:c r a  1' l J f i i \ : ~ j ~ ; a ~  i;\ sco?c 
and t i iF  specia l  gi-.ftci f - -  as we] 1 a s  the 
g i f t  cf mi.racles ar, s i g n  2nd confl2-~naticn of ~ h t :  i .m- 

< 

rneGl:,! t e czl . l ,  and t he  !a imis t ry  of i l ~ ~ ~ ~ " ~ i r i g  g':vei.? to 
,; pe~:;li ,ar *Lo zhf 3p'35$!~5 .the a.ijosl:les, rIl~e forlrrcr ---.-- 

and j iaye passed avjay. T11.e m i f i i s t ~ y  esta'blj.shed by ti!- 
ca 1 ] j - r ! ~ ~  b of tjle Apostles i s  r : ~  coit~l.nue to t i l e  end of 

WC tim- * ihgrpfore  see t h a t  tile Axjostles coordi:-:a te 
1 - ] c;tli-d these tgh-~ haye been. rriedia.-tel;i <, . - I ~ , I  

~ j i t h  t:ie:nselves, 1 COT. 4 : ? ;  1 Pet2.  5 C o l e  4r7; 
- .  

P i ~ i l . .  2 ~ 2 5 ,  aiid f dui,?.ec;, ~ p - a l i f i . i a t i r i n s ,  - 
a u t h o r i t y ,  resilonsi,Jji l i -gy and i;afi:?y cf  ~ ~ ~ - ~ - ~ j - ~  .t 13b7 
of tile apos t l e s  2nd the mcditt.?\ f--:l j.ed .;c:cr.n.tc of 
the \$ord are  +he s ~ m c .  2 Car, 5 : 2') ; C::.l a 

,I. : 2.5 ; . A c t s  6 : 

2 , 4 ;  1 Coy. J:l; I Core 3 : s ;  . 1 3 2 Sor. 
4,:s; .John 21,: 15-17; 20:17-,-35; j P!?t, 5: 1-4; k j ~ b  - 

13:17; 1 Tim.  3:1-7; T i t .  1:s-9; 1 Thecs.  5:12,13.  
( I n  regard  to t h e  a u t h o r i t y  be ing  tlie same: while 
the  apos t l es  s p e a k i n g  the Word of God by inspiration 
spoke w i th  d iv- j :?~  m t h o r i t y ,  c.t.F.er minis ters  o f  + t h ~  a 

Word speak idt~L-th, the  same a i i t h ~ r f i y  x45;ixen pro;la:!ii:ing 
the  iVord which they f i n d  in the S c ~ i p t u r s  of tile 
apos t l.es and pxionliets .) 

The min i s t ry  of preachi rg  com:fiitti.d tii t h e  apo:;ties J G~ 

to coi~ti.n~.~c to t h e  end of: t ime. 'Ya?t.  2S:2C, "Lo, 1 

anl rujth yoii a l t ~ 3 y  unto t l ie  end ~f !he world ." AS ~ i i c  

Church is ts prnc1a.i.m the Gospel i? i : the p ~ d  of iinc, 
t h e  public n f f i c e  e s t a b l  ished 4-3 proclaim rhe G~spsi 
is to corltinue a~-~.nd the Church i s  c7idinzrily bound to 
i t  unti. l  tht. end. TncreCorc the n p ~ s t l e s  sene the 
e a r l y  coiigregatioris themselves ik~hile they were m~imong 
then,, bu t  when they l e f r  t h q ~  had. men called t o  t h e  
rciriisi-ry of p r ~ a c h i 1 2 g  in their mids t ,  Acts 14  : 2 R ;  Tit, 
1:s; 1 T i m .  3:lff; Col 4:17; 1 Thess. 5:12,33,  and 
t m p l ~ t  t h a t  tllcse \&:ere d i v i n e l y  cal led incumbents 
of tile pub l i c  m i n i s t r y ,  Acts  20128; 1 Cor.  1 2 : 2 8 ;  T i t .  
I:?, r h e y  a l s o  gave i n s t r u c t i o n s  for t h e  continua- 
t i o n  of this o f f j c e ,  2 Tim. 2 : 2 ;  I Tim. 3 : 3 - 7 ;  T i t *  1: 

'This i n i n i s t r y  is the ar:t,!iorj.ty j-o : ~ , d ~ l ~ k ~ j . s - c e ~  -jil 

c of .t,l-:e S3';'j.tUZil 3t";ec-p?"- - c f f i ce  t h e  common r igh- t -  
i-' " " A..L -. -1rOQil. 

i n  behal f  of All, 1 Car, 4 1; John 2 1 :  j5,:6; 1 T i m *  4: 
I--s * 2 COX-, 2: 10, S i n c e  tTY c - - : r ,  :.rr; , ~;stablg,,hr;.1 bv - -  --------.-------.=-- -----.--- .--" -------- L-x__L~'" C h r i s t  :is the ministry of a r p a p ' * <  -.- - ~ L . , T I ~  t h ~  Sli'crd arid s ince  
it. 'i.5 th- public admiriistratic:n of !;elic it em,- - ----- -----.-- ------------------ -----<.--.----- ---^-- -.-- L-12-_- 

- braces 2l.I o f f i c e s  of the cjlurcj:3 31i offiCsc ,.4.i T~.!.: . d i i a ~ h  the 
ri7 i : O ~ - d  - ,2 s e t 5  Ul? in t h e  C]iurcii, -jnasmucii as the ?-a3.- 

-_-.--.------" _--.---___- Gin-- - ----- b r a c e  t h e  entire a u t h o r i t y  of tile Churciia 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ d - ~ ~ j . ~  ----- -.-------l- ,^" ----------.- -t ]I "- 

j-nc~j&ents; 0-f tF . "  ~ j . 5  0jCfi.c~ are the :-jciy- cp-,. i/ -.. A. &.I> - 
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:I L I Z  l;:es o f  tile 
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bib L':J 2 lem9 b u t  
when their l abors  grew t o o  heavy, t h e  congregation 
e s t a b l i s h e d  an aux i l l . i a ry  o f f i c e  t h a t  t h e y  n i g h t  
give a t t e n l i o n  t o  t h e i r  p r i n c i p a l  work ,  the m i n i s t y  
of t h e  Word. But they d i d  not  cease t o  be involved 
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i n  t h e  work of d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t he  food t o  the  poor.  
"ifnom we may appoint  over t h i s  bus iness  ." Acts 6 : 3 .  
Todav we have t h e  o f f i c e  of pa roch ia l  school  t eache r s .  

d 

This i s  an a u x i l l i a r y  o f f i c e  branched o f f  from t h e  
min i s t ry  of t h e  Word. The t eache r  i s  se rv ing  i n  t h e  
min i s t ry  of t h e  Church. H i s  i s  a d iv ine  o f f i c e  re- 
q u i r i n g  a  d iv ine  c a l l .  Me i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  honor 
a t t ached  t o  t h e  work of t h e  min i s t ry  as  one who i s  
c a l l e d  t o  teach t h e  Word of God t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  Rut 
t h i s  o f f i c e  was no t  d i r e c t l y  i n s t i t u t e d  by the  Lord. 
I t  is a d iv ine  o f f i c e  because i t  i s  p a r t  of t h e  min- 
i s r t y  of preaching e s t a b l i s h e d  by Christ. And t h e  
incumbent of t h a t  pub l i c  office i n s  tlruted by Christ 
does n o t  r e l i n q u i s h  p a r t  of h i s  L2fCice when a t eache r  
is called. For he is s t i l l  respons ib le  f o r  t h e  spir- 
i t u a l  welfare of t he  ch i ld ren ,  '!Take heed t o  ycur- 
s e l v e s  and to a a l  t h e  f l o c k , f f  Acts 20:28.  'Teed my 
lambs . . .  feed  my sheep," John 21:15,16. The e s t a b l -  
ishmentoof new o f f i c e s  t o  a i d  the mini3try of: preach- 
i n g  does n o t  abo l i sh  o r  mut i l a t e  t h e  one o f f i c e  i n -  
s t i t u t e d  by Christ i n  t h e  c a l l i n g  of t he  a p o s t l e s .  
To t h e  end of  t i m e  t h e  Church i s  o r d i n a r i l y  bound t o  
s e t  up the  m i n i s t r y  of  preaching the  lzlord and adminis- 
t e r i n g  the Sacraments, t h e  office of the  ca re  of sou l s  

l t h e  Heh. 13:17. This is the same o f f i c e  
which t h e  apos t l e s  had with t h i s  d i f ference ,  t h a t  
they had an immediate miversa1 c a l l ,  while  a l l  l a t e r  
iracun~berzts o f  t h e  office are caJZed nlediately by and 
t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  f l o c k ,  Acts 20:25;  1 P e t .  5:2. That 
tile same pub l i c  o f f i c e  founded through t h e  c a l l i n g  of  
the a p o s t l e s  i s  t o  continue i s  shown by t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  
given i n  t h e  P a s t o r a l  E p i s t l e s  f o r  t h e  work of t h e  
minis t r y  and ca re  of t h e  church, expec ia l ly  by t h e  
d i r e c t i o n s  for t h e  s e t t i n g  up of t h e  o f f i c e  given i n  
1 Tim. 3 :  1- 7 (v ,  5 : ?'Take ca re  of the church of God,?t 
v . 2 :  "apt t o  teachw)  and T i t .  1:s-9 (v.7: "as t h e  
s teward of God," v.9:  "holding f a s t  t h e  f a i t h f u l  word 
as he  ha th  been taught") . 

r- j ,  US - 1: 5 in ;qarti~~l a-li-- eeacincs + . j ~ ~ ?  
L * , ~ ,  B q t h e  cb~x-cl-ies a re  

du ty  bound he fo re  God, according to divi:~,e law, to o r -  
da in  for -Chem.;el-vcs pas to r s  ar:d ;nillisters ," 2s t-ie Ail- 

r, 
peildix to the Smalca,'bd Ar."cicles dec i  ares. t h j - s  
cause 1 l e f t  "' ki-;lee i r a  GI-ete, t ha t  tlzou slzouldest set 
in orde r  the th , ings  t h a t  are wanti-ng, and ordail; el- 
ders in every city, 3s 1 !lad appo-j:l-/-cd thee ." .rite 1: s e  
I t  has beell asserted . that d i r e c t i o n s  ilere gi..ljen 
~ i . k ~ ~  (.- -~:?cerning the s e . t t i i l ~  up 02 -i.lie 12Sl-c Ixi.nis- e 

s 

e,- 
t r y  were meant. ~ c n f y  f o r  s;hilrches of Crete a$ t j ra t  

 tin^ iiec;g.uic of  cirt:umsta,nci:s -p<$culj.ay to them, 1)ut 
~ ~ t j > - i j - i g  .j;i t h e  tc:.,$:t i y  @;-lr.i;ex.t warrar;cs such an as-- 
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Q e IIebrews 21:23, whexe it is uscii o f  Pharaoh's conuaand 
r o  s l a y  t h e  Hebrsrv malt. i r ? i a ~ i t z .  l'iiien we rcmember 
t h a c  Pzul does no t  conimand iri  mat i e r s  of Clirist-j an 
l i b e r t y ,  i t  i s  apparent t h a t  t1;e use of  the strong 
verb dietaksameen, I charge, 1 cc~mmand, places the 
sub j e-cnted outside t h e  sphere o f  Chris-  
t i a n  l i b e r t y .  T i t u s  1:s cannot be brushed a s i d e  as 
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api:?v ing  ondy to local and tempcrary c o n d i t i o n s .  
Luthcr  says r i g h t l y :  "whoever bel ievcs  t h a t  t h e  S p i r i t  
o f  ( 3 ~ i s t  he re  speaks and o rda in s  i n  Paul ,  he knows 
i ~ ~ d - c d ,  that this is a d iv ine  i n s t i t u t i o n  and o r -  
di!t :::ce,  tl-lat i n  every c i t y  the re  be rnany bishops o r  
a t  i c : ~ s t  one," S t ,  Louis Ed, X I X ,  1093, p a r B 5 3 ,  

1:1 1 C r i r ,  3 . ~ :  $29 various offices and gifts present 
i V :  r k  aycst t : i :  c congregations are mentioned. A lsc  
j ;I 1 1 1 1  ., s + 3 1 ai-:gZ elsei.a'nere t h e r z  ssrt ion of dif f $an-- 

" i 

cn t  &i f  t:; off ices .  Some have nrgur-6 froin these 
passages against t h e  teacl:iqg t h a t  C 1 : ~ i s  L has j n s t i  - 
t u t e d  on; y one office in thc Cilti:-:.i: b;' :di-ch C~UI:C/ :  
c.f God is .to be cared f o r  in Ca2r)Yy ~ e ~ p e c i :  arid ifii'!~";.inh 

exbraces a l l  offices in t h e  SJll~:~ch, So %-he q-irsrnal-:is t~ 
a~:d The o l d  Breslau Synod, Xut these p a s a c e s  L, b y  no 
mczns d e ~ l i  t h a t  Christ has es?ahl?shed only cme o f f i c e  
in t h e  Church. They speak of off ices  which had bee11 
ict up by the e a r l y  Chr- i s t ian i  to a s s i s t  the apc.:i i i -5  

apd.  the.; ini_..cr~qbents of ?,he filir235-1-13- of prea.chi.ig i a :  
t41,:igo work, '?plat sa;icl:, o f f i c e s  may be estab1isi:tr.d i s  
p I ~ - i r ,  from Acts  6.. Wi~en the burden o f  the work o ~ i  the 
er l i rkopoi  and t h c  g i f t s  given t o  o thers  in the Cliurch -- --- 
i i - c lka t e  the advisability of ne;c o f f i c e s ,  t h e  Church 
1-]as cst~t . l is!-aed them, Their ini+*l:~bcn"& s r e  jn "the 

" s 

I -  of t h c  Cl~urcl:, doirlg a p;zt c,f the ~ 0 1 - k  o f  
the one y:itil<c crfficc-, a s s i s t i n g  the incuini3e:its of t h ~  
rne  of f i z e .  It sha~x l :~  be relr,e:~flocregi, however, as 
~ : i 7  I out, t h a t  the es t a l~ l i shmen t  and main- 
t a i ~ ~ . ? n c e  o f  sthci-r o f f i ces  is ;I matter sf C h r i s t i a n  % it-)- 
crty, that  not all a p 0 ~ t 0 3 i c  eong~egati~ns had -the 
53mr n~~;-li:je-e o r  krms of  auxilbliary o f f i c e s ,  and t h a t  
tlaese grades or variations of  the ministr)/  are of 
human o r i g i n ,  While t h e  Church i s  ordinarily bound 
tii the pub l i c  o f f ice  of  preaching t o  the end of time, 
it may s e t ,  k rcp ,  o r  do away w i t h  these auxilliary 
o f f i c e s  as ekreumstances requ i re ,  But the  off-ice 
of the  p u b l i c  admin i s t r a t ion  of  the  keys i n  behalf  
05: t h e  Chr i s t i an  congregation is a d i r e c t  d iv ine  

insci.lut-ii-~ni established in the Churcll by Gad f o r  
times and places .  

Is the doctrine of Chrucli and Ministry i .mportant? Is 
e r r o r  in these dsctxiner ;  divi.si.ve? The ~ K E P J ~ ~  is t h a t  
t:he doc?-s..ir,es of t-le Ch.tsr&, a-r~d t h e  kfini..-t.ry are clear 
b c t ~ i r ; e : ;  of Ilo4.y Scri.g.irurcc, Cu:lsec;.t~cnt ly t ' i ~ e ~  Pike 
311- f:c,z.c:j:i-~~.ps of <;~:jdys \4JoT-j~ ;:,ye j~q30r-ta11t~ e r r o r  
7 ;I ii -Pi;<-& , " < .- , - - 7 5 -  < "  c- -c G -* P, 3 5 @ p" - >., -. -.A IJb~-.l- he id  t o ,  is 

a * ,  ? * d:filzI;.ye cf: (Tb-5rn;ilh f e l  Jo:.jsnq?8 

A cl:rxri:l.r body- d-!ich would regard  di f ferefrr ,es of doc- 
4- L,;,ne -- 2 in tiiis area as ncn-.di.vi.sivc igou-jd theyeby a- 
d~;-!;$; tl;e p r i n c i p l e  t1aa.t;. st2me doctrines nf elle Bib 1 c 
are o-r:en que.";ki.ons, i;;il-ie-r:!-le~ ~ l - ~ c ;  r . cg~. rds  orie doc t r h c  

- I ?  I . 01; scr-j-j~-ri*-fe , v La 2.: !,eir-[g fic;n-.di-lj.s-jve c j i  j-~+go, of j-lqenty, 
n a -  * t.31e prl.racrple 1-5 .the s B u t  diere  . tire principle is - 

once admi t t e d ,  the number o f  o p n  questions will gTOM.,  

as I l i  s t o r y  shoeqs, 

The d i f f  e?-e>:~*ce betx.t;cen t h e  Mi.sl5i:iil.i :md H i s  cons in pa- 
r; .: +. L ~ ~ . : i ~  r :i:fi;?r7r0l1ie~ 3 ;ij.ffeTence w i t h  reb:a-r-.d -6;0 tile Sclar-jft-.  

---I . Z-a q -r c- of 3 dedlict iol~ from the etyl i io iogy 2nd meaning of 
.~l:k?ees.ia, n o t  by clear  passages of Sclip:;il-e, 'Thus . 
it i s  asserted, contrary t o  tsXe usave of S c r i p t u r e ,  
t h a t  any group of Christians (o r  at least  any group 
gathered in ihe  Lord's name 1 is an c s l e e s i a ,  A clear  
passage of Scripfinre, sijch as T i t u s  1 : S ,  i s  brushed 
as ide  w i t h  the  unsubstantiated claim t h a t  it app l i ed  
on ly  t o  loca l ,  tenl2orzry cnnditions. 

Confusion must vesu l t  i n  -the prac t ica l  work of the 
Church when the S c r i p t u r a l  teaching concerning con- 
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gri '  -1tL~41ri and syx~o$ the tel iai rd  s+--.- Ltp 4 2  C~UTC!I d i -  
cif;lir:cs i s  not h e i d ,  T h a t  we have h a d  a. sound p r a c -  
t i c 6  is due to t h e  f a c t  a l l  synods of  t h e  Synodica l  
Con%riincc, i n  eluding Wiscons:';.~r wcrs organized j.n 
accc-.:%d w i t h  Scripturai d e c t s i n e  w%lscl? a14 h e l d  o r i -  
g i n a i l ? ,  Wnere the d i v i n e  f n s t i t x t i o n  o f  the  f o c ~ l  
c 0 ~ 2 r ; s g a t i o n  aver a g a i n s t  synods and all human ec- 
c:ZesLa,"jtica! i ~ ~ s t i b i u t i o n s  i s  denied hierarchy ~ i i l l  
fo l low,  It. j.5 ha rd  enough ts keep i t  o u t  even where 
the d o c t r i n e  is cor rec t ,  hu-riizn nztaire be-ing what i t  
is, 

F i . r i a . l . l ) y ,  a most ser-I.nus cha.-.i.ge i,-31jcb. C Z Z E : ) ~  be  -r.:iit;i:d 
agains t  a l : f  who ho'zd t h e  iV:\.!.l.scfin:3{~,-~ t3c3i::iofi, fay . i : . -? . r r , ,  i;;& A . j  

. a of them wou ld  -i.epu.diate ti;lr: p:,si~,?,<>j: - i~~ l r s l . ? /od ,  but, ;i 
charge which :is jusi;l.y leveled ar:;;?s,-.st sc,n: .i '~lae a-i,eli.i 

* - 
t he  TVis cons in doe t r ine ,  ----I.$: 2.5 t irat t11.e); t e:;cll 
i n c i p i e n t  en-tinomianism, T71e-,r r i l - t  j ect tc the claim o f  
a ------ mandatum -- Dei (command o f  GO& f h r  t i l e  local congre.- 
g a t i o n  and the p a s t o r a l  off i i -e  on L22.e ground that; $-i-!i-s 

- *  , 8  <-7 wlauld i n t ~ o d u c e  a $ega,.i-r.sei.c e J enlent izltci z j ~ e  hest; I c.:?t -- 
amenL ,as if Go$ g2-i,re nc:. ~oiaalnancls tc; (C'har.istiaiis, zut 
even t h e  C h r i s t i a n ,  as C3.r as he has the Old Adam, 
a-~eeds t h e  I,aw, 1E-i~lse-vel- the C [ ? ^ ; V ~ J I ~ C  c~~ ;z :~~ lands  'i-.c est ;2. i j l -  
i s h  t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  a.dmini.;-ccr the S ~ . c ~ a m c n t s ,  e t c ,  , a r e  
n o t  l e g a l i s t  c derriands 5ez.tin.g fo.r.i-Ii cond:iitiofis of 
obedience, but g r a t l i o ~ q p r o v i s l o n  f o - ~  our  ~a 'ivatj; i)n, 
The i r  v;;Bue is not. in our acts i;f obedi.ence to God, 
fitit in wh.ii: He tl-lereby offers  and gj-ge. us, raan.eIy i f i s  
m a c e  conveyed by I q ~ r d  and Sa.c~ar~ie:!-.~t. i3z;rt tixis does 
0 

n o t  rna.icc them matters sf Ci-tris%j.an liberty, 

'TXe Scriprural t e ach ing  of Churil-i and Minis t ry  must be 
inaintaained and ever). contrary teacliing rejected, j u s t  
as w i t h  any o t h e r  c lea r  d o c t r i n e  o f  the Bible ,  Matt-- , 
hew 28:19,20; 1 Peter  4 : f l ,  

'NOTE: The above article was prepared  for t h e  
Iowa-Southern Mi~nesota P a s t o r a l  Conference of 
t h e  Evangelical. Lutheran Synod, but was n o t  

read before the same until after t h e  writer's 
d e a t h ,  This conference has r eques t ed  t h a t  
this essay be given wider  d i s s emina t i on ,  which 
request i s  herewi th  being honored,  --Ed. 

A p a p e r  presented a t  t h e  Lktheran Fcrum 
s p o n s o r e d  by -- F i r s t  Luther  an 
Chul*cl~, - Karinette, Wisconsin 

t h i s  Lutheran B s r u : ~ ~  it Ss our i n t e n t i o n  
1 i c  testim~ny- of o u r  f a i t h  and d o c t r i n e ,  

ior has said: "XTfiosoever the-ref ore s h a l l  confess  m e  
b e f o r e  men, h i m  w i l l  I confess  be fo re  my Father  which 
i s  in heavenge' (Matthe[$ 10:32). The Apostle Peter 
a l s o  exhor ts  US t o  do t h e  s a i x  i n  these words :: "But. 
s a r ~ c t i f y  t h e  Lord God i n  your  h e a r t s :  and be ready t o  
give an answer t o  every man t-hat asketh you a  reason  
or' the hope t h a t  is i n  yotx w i t 1 1  meekness and fear'" 
(1 P e t e r  3:15). 
defense o f  t h e  t r u t h  be- made x i t h   noses t y  and w i th  .--- 
resrsect, and also with 'neami2itv, 

In par-t icular ,  our t es t i l~ lony  would be with ar_-;%rd t o  
this most critical doctrine which is undcraf.~as~ --- ---- 

THE AUTHORITY 
OF S CRTPTURE , 

The t o p i c  under d i scuss ion  today,  t h e  Au tho r i t y  of 
S c r i p t u r e ,  does not  place b e f o r e  us  t h e  problem of 
whether we are t o  make a choice of accepting as our 
f i n a l  a u t h o r i t y  C h r i s t  o r  t h e  Holy S c r i p t u r e ,  When 
w e  i n s i s t  on the  a u t h o r i t y  of S c r i p t u r e  we a r e  o f t e n  
charged w i th  over throwing t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of C h r i s t  and 
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w e  i n s i s t  on the  a u t h o r i t y  of S c r i p t u r e  we a r e  o f t e n  
charged w i th  over throwing t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of C h r i s t  and 



d ? . - .  ,3uusr:i-t-u - c-ng 3 paper pope Tor t i l e  iioman ?ri,r.. " (1'x:c~f 
Warren Quanbeck, as quo ted  by P r o f ,  Robert  P r a u s ,  ---- To 
Jc0Jo~- 3. XGL ;'I?> ..JJ'i~~3 13 e 2 2) 

i 11  1ner.e r p a  i?_y i s  no -ps-o=jlcm here,  5.nd f t i s  33 ly 
recent years  t h a ~  a yrzblern h a s  b e e c ~  s a l d  to e x i c t ,  
1, recerat years, inen7 who c l a i n ~  20 be C' ; i t - i s tL: l r l  and 
Lacheran have ettaacked t h e  a u t h o r i t y  (of S c r i p r x r ~ e  and 
hzve set up t h i s  f a l s e  s t r a ~ ~ m a n ,  t h a t  we a r e  follu:,sing 
S c r i p t t i r e s  but n o t  C h r i s t .  There is, of course ,  a 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between the Srrriptua-es and C h r i s t ,  T.Jt~at- 
ever C h r i s t  wovrld say  Ea us  He says through t h e  S c r i p -  
t u r e :  '!But these are written t h a t  ye might believe 
t h a t  Jesus is t h e  C h r i s t ,  the Son s f  God; and t h a t  be- 

%.e aiitilo-rit~r of Jesus i n  r]is: fe,2jn of g r n c c  i s  ]odgcci 
(1 w x c l : f i i v h  * j.11 Sc~<ptugie "<zi+&el -.?yn5* i j l c e f  ,J 

al.one, bug ~ O P  them a l s ~  w614ch shaJ.1 be l ieve  01-t me 
1-h +,.i. -- .̂ the i r  w o r d ,  " (John 17 : 203 Please n@i:e these 

Importani: i;ords of our S a v i o r ,  erbrsl.;g'n the ~ ~ l r d  r ~ f  
t h e  i z ipc~s t - l e s ,  w r i t t e i z ,  down j.n S c ~ - i r ; t u r e ,  mcrn came 
t i 7  f a i t h  an$ are k e ~ ] . ~  in t h e  fait-11, 

as 2 msE c ; l  f a c t .  [:i.lx.bsc speaks  to us evc;rv-i,7'blere 
+, L , n e  1 Bibl::., 2s S!:, P%?.ter s z y s ,  every word w a s  written 
3 -, 2f- t. i;, 1; .i .i: :; sf  C h r i s t  (1 Peker: 1: 11)  The .Apostle 
--- l, -. -i te>I.l+s I:S ~ : l a ~  d6wl~i?ats~1ever th ings  were written a*- 

fc.re'r,iiiie were w:r la&sn.  l o r  OUT learnirrg, t h a t  we throilgli 
patiersce a.nd sol-fifart o"C-'he S c r i p t u r e s  migh t  have hope,  '' 
(Romans 1 . 5 ~ 4 )  

-ir!dced we rnrlst m t  say. :  11 list~n eo C h r i s t ,  lltnt n o t  ----- 
t-G Sc r ipCure ,  t i : ~  p a p e r  P O P ; ~ ~ ' '  Years ago Dre Theodore 
EngeLder of Csncordl" a Sernierarrp , S t , Lca i~ i s  , c a l l e d  t h i s  
dis t i n c ~ i  0x1 a "f s t a i  disl-iaci_i oii , '' (CTN, July 1939, 
p, 4 9 5 ) .  We c e r t a i n l y  s a y  t h a t  C h r i s t  is the o b j e c t  
of saLPfng faith, We pre%ch t o  orrrselves and to o t h e r s :  
51- bei.ie%-e an t h e  Lard Jesus C h r i s t  and kkc~u  s ! I ~ L %  be 
saved," AAi:"% 116:31), BuC m e n  we ~ , ~ s c t  t o  k . 4 1 0 ~  tdE,Yr 
w.2 s h o u l d  bel ieve  concern ing C f l r i s s  , I ~ r ;  T T :  " -hz f  ise 
are t-o b e i '  eve t + ~ c  Gospel (Mark 1 : 45) , A5;aiz-i o u r  
S a v i o r  sa id :  "Search the S c r i p t u r e s ;  for. u ~h2-i . i  -sc 
ET-link ye have eternal l i f e :  and elley a r e  t i j e y  w h i  ch 
t e s t i f y  of' me," (John 5.39) And t h e  i a p o s t . 1 ~  P a u l  
t e k l s  2s not -LO t r y  tc descend into t h e  deep or 60 

ascend i n t o  heaven t~ f i n d  our  Savior ,  b u t  t h a t  
f a i t h  comes by hearing o f  "ktbe Kord o f  G o d ,  (Ro~rians I@:  
1 7 )  

C h r i s t  speaks t o  ras everywllere in g l h e  B ib l e ,  Every- 
khirzg .r.aritten i n  S c r i p t u r e  i s  af iwportancc Eel  our 
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s p i c i t u a i  well-beimg; it i-s not all. ~lece~sarily 91- xirhtel? a l l  teachers and dcjc:t~-%nes nmst be exarcined and 
t h e  sa~rae ii; i :p~rti~ia cey  b u t  it i s  1mp;rrrtant. L u t h e r  judged ,  '' These t w o  d e z f n i  t i o f i s  a r ~  virta:al ly r k e  c ~ m e  
says: "nothing is presented to us i n  S c r i p t u r e  In their susmarizatisn s f  Che S c r i p t u r e  claixs t o  such 
t h s t  is useless," a u t h o r i t y ,  

Buc, of course ,  the central doctrine of S c r i p t u r e  i s  
the srace of God in C h r i s t  Jesus which has appeared 
to a l l  men, This  i s  our comfort, t h a t  we know t h a t  we 
are j u s t i f i e d  f r e e l y  by grace through f a i t h  in Jesus  
C h r i s t ,  who gave himse l f  a ranssm f o r  IAS,  This is 
what makes t h e  S c r i p t u r e ,  aZ1 of &he Scj:Lpture, p r ~ -  

C 7 *  

C ~ O L L S  t~ US, D l ,  Thecltdcive Ealge3.dej- 1x3 great  es-. 
say on " D ~ ,  Wal"Le_es-, A chrj.sf-.an T>cc31c>pi ~3 -- says 

p e l  of sa.vi.ng grace arrd t.he i.~-?s:fi~-c .:*ti Word r7tf God 
;Ls "tire grez!ti?r? L e u u s  s a - f e l y  g~eard  then!'; I.n;?>.icf; ' 

rn dney g~ toge.i:her, T Q ~  r' ,kl.-ir,t~. - % - * , -  -,h needs b9-Ll-r of "-'* 
Gf i @ M  . 

hi! we p r i z e  the one becail.se sf t he  va lue  of t h e  
o t h e r ,  We love t h e  B i b l e  because? i t  b r i n g s  -eke 

-rsje 105e cine ~ ~ : ~ ~ ; [ : r a ? l ~ p ,  6-f the  t r : ' "~  _ C L i  o f  t h e  G o s p ~ P  
if t he  certainty of S c r i p t u r e  is g o i ~ , ' '  (Valtrheg 
and t he  --- Church, p, 40)  

L e t  us now look sornevhat more c lose lv  at what is 
meant by the a r l f ho r i t y  of S c ~ : i p t u r z ,  In what I have 
al.ready s a i d  a'ibd. in semc2 sf tile 91'ih7_e passages ~ ~ $ r ~ % e l ~  
1 Eiavc q ~ ~ j t g d .  we hay.: pc.ictc--,rl taw;i::*ds 2 i j e f i n i t i - 0 ~ .  

- 'i P r o f ,  E ,  hove, an older .cep.l-:ler i r i  %he &LC, def  ixres 

ture  must have a l l  tbie a u k h a r i t y  which. b e l o n g s  t o  
God H i m s e l f ,  \$ha t  t he  Lord h a s  spoken ~ u s t  be  be- 
lieved and submitted to uncondi",iolzally," ( E ,  Hove, 
Chr is  ti an Doctrlshg, Minneapolis,  -@H, 2930, c , 23) ------ 
The Brief Sta"cement, which the Lutheran GI-lurch-FIis-- 
s o u r i  Synod f i r s t  accepted i n  1932,  says:  "The Holy 
S c r i p t u r e s  are t h e  s o l e  source  from xhich  all doc- 
t r i n e  proclaimed i n  t h e  Chr i s t i an  church must be 
taken and therefore, t oo ,  the sole r u l e  and norm by 

L e t  me quote  t w o  o ther  respecked ALC t h e o l o g i a n s  of th 
preced ing  generat ion who have spcken  c l ea r ly  and S c r i p  
t u r a l k y  on the  a u t h o r i c y  cf S c r i p t u r ~ ,  E ,  2end.t s t a t e  
"No one ear% doubt  t h a t  man should  sipand in awe and at- 
tenticri  were a%aririg"r:&y Ged t o  o.dd-;-ess ~ e i 2  in vocal 
s o u ~ d s - .  'jite'r such an z t"c~rzdc  sl>!-zr-.luld a l s o  characFer ize  
mep W ~ C L ~ T L  -rt~, ,  IJerd of Gohi is read o r  preacl-led to them, 
%fen owe t7-e iszrne aC%enk-,%on and c l ~ e ~ & e i ~ r e  t a  the  Word 
of God as i:e Cod H i m s e l f ,  f o r  God r e a l l y  speaks tc) 
"iem in and tlr!-ror_rgh t h e  Hcrly S c r i p t u r e s  ," (E, F e n d t ,  
M 
7 

E ~ ~ m a t i c s  Nates Ev ,  Lu theran  Seminary 
-_, ----- &--$ 

E d i t i o n ,  1960, p ,  3 ;  quoted by Pastor 9, A ,  0, Eang 
i n  T i   sea^ p 8 9  Lenski , another 
respected teacher i n  t5e ALC, t i e s  toge the r  insepar- 
ably the doct-k-inss of t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  and the  auti-lor- 
i t y  of S c r i p t u r e ,  1% p u t s  it sirnpj_y: B e A u t l z o r i t ~ ~  
rests upon i n s p i r a t i a n , "  (R, C , H ,  Lenski ,  - 21- 

p, 20; quoted by Pas 0 ,  
l ang ,  This Stead? as t  WordL p, 91>,  

Jesus $est- if ied 20  he d iv ine  authox-i ty  o f  t h e  Old 
Tes~ar~ient: " ~ h c  S z r i p t u r c  canfiot 'tss brokent"~o'nn 
10: 35) . Again: 'Then he s a i d  unto t he~x ,  O f uols , 
23x13 s l o w  0f hear t  to beiicve 311 t h a t  irlre p r e p h e t s  
have sp;;kenO' ( lake  2.'; : 251, The Apas t les c?r;irIle$ au- 
thor3cy f o r  bo th  the Old Testament and f o r   heir own 
writings. They asser t  t h a t  It is not the a u t h o r i t y  
of man, of Moses, of Fau%, ox of Peter, b u t  the av-- 
t h o r i t y  of the sovereign God Himself t h a t  staxjdu be- 
hind  every si-atement jn t he  S c r i p t u r e s  :: "God . . , 
spake , . . by tfze prophe"h4" (Hebrews 1 : 1) , Again: 
"T'r-reref are, Lrctl-ai-en, stand fast, and ho ld  the tra- 
d i t i o n s  which ye have been taught ,  whether by word 
or our wistie ." (25 Thessalonians 2:15). Again: 
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"For this cause a l s o  thank we God w i t h o u t  c ea s ing ,  be-- 
cause,  when y e  received the Word of God which ye  heard 
of u s ,  y e  r ece ived  i t  not  as t h e  word of men b u t  as i t  
i s  i n  t r u t h ,  t h e  Fiord of God, which e f f e c t u a l l y  work- 
e t h  also in you t h a t  b e l i e v e . "  (I Thessalonians  2:  13). 
The n u t h o r i t y  of S c r i p t u r e  cannot give way t c  any o t h e r  
a u t i i g r i t y :  "But though we, o r  an angel f rom heaven, 
preach any o t h e r  gospe l  un to  you than  t h a t  which rue 
have preached un to  you, i.ct him be accursed .  A s  we 
s a i d  b e f o r e ,  s o  say 1 now a g a i n ,  I f  any man preach 
any o t h e r  g o s p e l  un to  you than  Lhat ye have received, 
let him be accursed" (Ga la t i ans  1:8,3). 

- ,  It is very clear t h a t  a s p e c i a l  g i ~ s i . ~ t y  of t h e  whole 
B i b l e  i s  this, that as t he  t r u e  Word of God i t  d ~ ~ a n d s  
f a i t h  and obedience of a1.l m e i l ,  and t h a t  i t  is the 
only source of f a i t h  and l i f e .  It possesses t h i s  
q u a l i t y   part from men, and apart from the  church. 
The a u t h o r i t y  of the Bib le  rests upon i t s  d i v i n e  o r i -  
g i n ,  upon i t s  d i v i n e  i n s p i r a t i o n .  God caused men t o  
u t t e r  c e r t a i n  words as His own, to .make known liis wi lJ 
t o  man. "The S c r i p t u r e s  of t h e  prophets"  a r e  named as 
t h e  rneans by which God "made known t o  all nae ions  t he  
r e v e l a t i o n  of t h e  mystery,  which was kep t  s e c r e t  s ince  
t h e  world began" (Romans 16: 25,26) . IIence t h e  S c r i p -  
t u r e s  a lone.  a r e  a l l t h o r i t a t i v e  f o r  us  t o  l e a r n  t o  know 
t h e  w i l l  of our  God, 

Nothing else  can take t h e  p i ace  of t h i s  a u t h o r i t y ;  
certain1.y i t  is  not  t h e  a u d i o r i t y  of the visible 
church t h a t  makes t h e  B i b l e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e .  The v i s i -  
b l e  chruch can and of ten has e r r e d .  Luther  was r i g h t .  
H e  learr led  by expe r i ence  t h a t  church counc i l s  can err .  
F u r t h e r ,  i t  is  not  t h e  t e a c h e r s  of t h e  church no r  i s  
i t  t h e  so-ca l led  " s c i e n t i f i c  theo log ians"  who dec ide  
on what  i s  t o  b e  be l i eved  o r  r e j e c t e d .  

Let us  examine a l i t t l e  more c l o s e l y  t h i s  m a t t e r  of 
t h e  sou rce s  of a u t h o r i t y  f o r  a ccep t ing  something t h a t  

i s  t r u e  and t r u s t i n g  i n  i t ,  

'There have always been t%tuse ~diio 7-;1~*.ii:$e t o  accept c i ~ e  
z u t h c j r i t y  o f  Go2, FQT example, Che $ e v i l  rebelied 
agai-irst GO$,  and ~ e f 7 J ~ e d  to ~ci-s-p:  ];is autk:ori-Ly, Na- 
zurally, a l l  khese who by ope*: ~ ~ ~ ~ f e s z i o n  remain out- 
.;ide :-I-.. =, 1 ~ ~ 1 - d  - % s ~ f l u r c h  do S O  bpi W S E :  t i l e y  -r-.efr;si. t o  

accept t h e  a u t h a r i t y  o i  God, 

I.\ " ,? 3-iIp pG5f'- 'Tqq ;&Te v .  ! -%-f--J ' 
b. b \, r. \ . I - . - L L h , % l  Ln %h% f i r s 2  p a r t  

sf t l a l s  essqr ,  namth-;ly ::;le ~ " i ; - P s  aut.l:g)rlty of Scy ip -  
ture, is not  merely t h e  p s s i - t i o n  of L u t h e r  an$ 
31i.s f e l l o w  refox-mers and 032 t h e  orj:.hsdox Luther- 
a n  Ck1-Ulehe5 ill PI:-: -.__-.t. c ( in? ,.,4GLrimry !?-."-.  I n  ::he 19th.  ~ n d  20th 
c en .? , ,  ' ? ?*- q- . i 2-s tl?";: 

J 9 
sz:::.ig>lnal C i l r i s  frialt pas i-- 

.& L S O ~ ~  . Tlre po.s l t io .a~ Is s i m p l y  t t e i s ,  t h a t  t he  

teaching of %?:e tirri C t e n  S C T ~  pt is the Idor$ 
r;hich God sp0k.e arrd s t i l l .  sneaks t o  us, What 
sc%-; s a , p ~ a i , r  ,,.L- %-.Li S;:;~JS <.;od says ,  Ii: cn r~ t a - jn s  81% t h a t  

CI;.,U'l"~p\ E.,:. --$ ;3 kzaxliii il?+ cFi-lf~ - ; - ~ ~ y l d  f o r  i t s  
sa iva- t ; iof i ,  The f i r L s L  appe& i s  S ~ r i - p f - u r e  
'1 ~ l % e ~ , ~  r 

",5 " l e-ced b y  S ~.uli.pti:re : 'E$jcril>tl~r i n t e y - ~ r e t s  
Scr-.i.ptur2f5 is f-ke fundarnenta% prj.nc;ip%e ~5 i n t e r - -  
,p -*- P b : L d l - i , ~ ~ .  +- ?- -= The Bi.%iLe does 906 n e e d  k o  be I.ntea-- 

.r $ k‘l -2- U J ~  - @rad$t ian;  i t  does no t  =zed t o  be - COT- -- L G ~ t e d  p, -> b y  hu~i\;arz reason ,  but i t .  r a ~ h ~ u  s i t s  i n  

j udgrnent on ' b ~ ~ t h  t:ra"htit:%~fi and lrmrr,an reason, 
The par'f: of :reason is only t c ~  ac t .  as t h e  servant 
of %fie w:r_fgI.5lfri.r? W O d ,  IJe w e  t h e  g i f t  of reason; 
we use  th2  laws of l o g i c  arid grammar t o  r e a d  and 
understand S c r i p t u r e ,  But w e  can never  regard  
t h e  minds o f  man as a h ighe r  or b e t t e r  source 
f o r  s o l v i n g  whatever problems may ar ise f o r  us, 
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T can never propose  go approsc7t Scrilscrtre and 
to neasxre its 2uthorEty ky G ~ E L  1 have learned 
from atlner sou rces ,  ~~r'r~ethex- thep are his t ~ r i ~ a l  a 

pl l i losophica%,  r e l i g i o u s ,  or s c - i e n t i f i c ,  

2) The secoi ld - v i e w  tlzat- ~ rad i t j - oz l ,  t he  church, 
o r  i t s  leaders and s c h ~ 2 a r s ,  is t he  final au- 
~hctr..iLy f o r  f a i t h  and L i f e  has a l s o  found irs . - -  
;'?-ace i k a  tile organezze church,  T h i s  'is w h a t  
ha the r  ran up agains t  when the I loly S p i u i  t , 
throtagf?. t he  Gospel ,  Zed h i m  bzck fir, ScrripGure a s  
 he f i n a l  a u t h o r i t y  and ~o the d u c t r i ~ e  o f  j u 9 t - -  
if i c a t  6cn a.3 revg?al*l;.,d in S c r i ~  1 .i:r:, f'T:lc3; 1ro5 f -  

t j - ~ n  hc, " I h e  cpe to ~ & i ~ h  :he &,I-J~I-~ l " a t i i o l i . ~  ~h~,L.-:j-8 
h o l d s  t o d a y ,  and some cti1c3r bi ;d le ;  a ~ r g - 3  - t c $ r  

or lesser d e g r e e ,  Rome 'ni sect E{:adly d i  < :qo".c~;y 
t h a t  the Bi53e i s  God-gi-g::n bu;: i n s i s e c d  thst 
S c r i p t u r e  was n o t  s u f f i c i e n t ,  no?: clea:, Some- 
t h i n g  had t c  be added- he Ap~cry$.a,  t r zd i  t i o n s  
such as p a p a l  i n f i ~ l l i b f i 6 t ~ i ~  t%e p-t.c~m1lg2l;ais~ of 
Mary--cu4%, t'.t c ,  ---arid there had tc: b e  c:<plL2~z,rl - 
a L X O ~ S  e given? S U C ! ~  ss the  uslzal encycl-lcal or 

announcement of t he  Wornzn church, Faith the= bc- 
comes p r i ~ 3 r i l - y  a rnnttsr sf believing what the 
churcii i q - s  down, 1-~rther ,  you remember, spo!;e 
quire st r.;7~:g,1>7 ,r.agalnz t wl;at he c a l l e d  t h e  -- K Q P ~ I -  - -- -- 
&z$-iq,g,g, t h a t  is thc col:ifcs.;ico o f  tile c o a l  

t . r ~ l . ~ f  eve miners ch Ire knew, ~\.,:lia sirn;~-by s a i d  "I ". 
wh2t  the church bel ieves  and teaches, I F  You 
probably know fram personab ex~~e-t-.Lesi*ce t h 2 t  there- 
i s  even today a great  deal cf t h i s  t y p e  o f  t h ing  
even Irz  t h e  E u t k ~ e r a n  i:hurch, Leave it t o  t h e  
theo logians  l f 

3) The t h i r d  p ~ s i t i o n ,  tha t  Chr is t ian  reason  i s  
xhe f i r r a l  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  accepting a tru%kz, i s  
sometimes ca l l ed  '?the subjec t i - t i i s t  p o s i t i o n , ' "  
14ek-e t r u t h  depends on the individual, Sometimes 
L h l s  appears as nys t i c i sm (Quakers) , s o m e t : i m e s  

as rat-onaiisru (i.ile C e j . c t s ) ,  soaeti~pe 
L l  -L- as a 

co~-nb i : a t i on  (~ t : l~ l e i e rnac j i e r ) e  Tlrl,e b a s i c  idea 
is t h a t  tile - f i n a l  ai~hQrD 1 -  f c 2 r  my f ; ? S C ~ - ~  al>d. 

-J  

l i f e  -js what q~ reason, co~isc-ei-jce 0 3 1  Xeli-. 
gisus  f ce l -Jnm .k;p? - J _ _  -' Ls me, TodaTi a:12is ~ o s i . t i ~ ~  

u s u a l l y  marzifes ts itse3.f in i:he so-called 11~0- 
p-,v+.k d, ;- L d ~ l o ~ i s  r I t p ~ s i t i ~ r ~ ,  tIiir7t i. Got4 :-,as revea:'ied 11j.m- 

in l i s  mighty; acts, but Sr~;- i ,~ iz ; : :e  ~ l o t  
tile i i - l F a l  La.&_ l j - b T e  sacred xe--oycl (2-f l . T Y I . ~  d , L  C Z k  +-. l,:rL,Ll ' nas dc:ie 

i _ ~ ~  h is-cory,  r:seei:-iler. w j  k j t  an jr:c:~i.re.] : .%"L, t , .s- .  %., jil,t:z.i.~.-, ,- -*. 

pye.-;-:i;.*j.(--fJ of >;Ilg.j: tklk2$;c:, 3-i;t.s sl;li; c??$pllf c --,-.a,, -- .. -.b> !ill_<Ii_ 
,-- I i g  I::. ji-;zLjlvj-dli~P"; irllxst use  uthp. l -  a ~ ~ ~ y g . c 3 ~ 2  - l i i 8 ~ ; O l C . ~ - C 2 ~  
--. . --- .- * * -. - 

q : -, ; 3 , , ,  j s c j  ezt2.f - j C  2~ ~ 3 ~ 3  %.~ ?,-% + c. 1 LLL; - *  L LE ~~A711 t 
.*- h L ; ~ , t : ~  3- <-.:: :I; ;!c>;<? z_!:I~ what jcj-le.,i r ; p a r ~ ,  ht; 

I.,c \c._ - t i -  $.. 5, ? ~ t ~ ~ i e ~ ; ;  p:rsj.cic,n I:cj"J5 [:hat tlke (';-.c~ 
*J c' 

I-> .j~- 2. f c7 L- , - . ,--, - '- -- ;! 1.' 2 ~~~ ma 5 [; a ;: -g - -  :.- n a 1 -3- .- -- ~: 
i I, 9 - i r ~ , . ? F L j - d t . i  

account o f  3 . i j - - . : . s i -  .& . &. L. ci-i<-j , %,,. 3 - e m  L I ~ D  [Li~nc? * Z Q ~  QS i?;i i < + . " * - -  12 .'- .- i.. <J .c y 
and witat' it ing3ails, r a ~ ~ ~ l e r  j-i-kat the P.'.-.*r-ppSc: 

i3 ii ~ 1 -  :l ..- _i- Li 

' " ' 7 ~ l . i . ~ c d  w i t l - !  thec31_t?gicz2!. c l a i r - 1 ~  and ~ ~ ~ l : $ c c : z - - -  %..> i: 

e ,-%?- ~ ~ L r L . - b / - r l \ . L . , , t c ~ o r r s ,  .l Tq +-, &., 3+w> ?,.= -?- -- . - t h a t  t.ie~-e made b y  

C]:;Lris?::i2;.1~ 3.1: a 1.iiucb latc:;~ d a t e ,  1Iel-e tl;.. p r o  .... 
I: ~ E, .ss.lonal. -. .- 7 and i_hcol.oc.-j ca 1 s c l i o h r ,  ; ~ j - ~ e ~ ~ ,  nnls t 

t> 

sift the wileat f 1o;c t i l e  i.baCf ~ . ! ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ g l i  wllat i;e 
cael.js tjle scientj . f i .c  metf:ic:d Tli;. is f"diTi . i .d?l  2 1  . *'. G * J_ 2 .. -_ LC, .; 

mush: dec ide  for himself  9~tl;it: is \"!crd arid 
.$ , b , i j l a L  -7- .-, +- 1s - maxiis w.r;rJ,  T t l ~  S ~ ~ - j j ! t ~ r e i ' ,  3 - ~ = 2  rele-- 

vang,  -,a-q. "orrly I X j - k ? - i e  5 i ; ~ n k s  t s 3  a;m ,@ 
7 ir.u-c *..I- r-.,e s cli^)..cZars 1aa-d.e Lo .;Seci$~ ~ , ~ i l ~ a %  9s rele-q8nt:, 

I .  a a j--l ci r ilf,.:i=~-e -2- ,-. . - GC>d speaks  tc m a n ,  Rl,nce ";-I:.;.:< , ; > ~ s ~ ~ ~  
i 

ZS S3 '": 4,ehY -.--=- ~ ~ ~ b j e c k i v e  and  -klie?-t-;: j_s I;-- r:->-y--;*- - .L f ? i  -t. . l .  C t : _ l l t . i i '  
-J 

ilq if- &. a\-t>,.-? L.x,eGpt - t h e  cl.,e):ta-j.rrl-y of fail.j.bj.e nsj-j, 

Z t is of the grea k e s  t i ~q ,o r t ance  i:ba L Les"L;e~:an:i.s.;ill ciin.;; 
C 3 

to the  Lutliesan 91:thobx -ij-Se~;l of t h e  ar_ithoi:i;.ty of 
. I  One must f i n a l *  g ive  .., a reasom .for  every- 
t h i n g  he accepts ,  and everyorre must be abl.~?. to answer 
- ~ ' h ~  question, "on what a u t h o r i t y  do 1 accept it?!' Do 

1: r ea l l y  accept  t'ile a t l t l~o- r i ty  of S c r i p f r r r e ,  or do I 
hold t h a t  t h e  "cri."ldl.i)n ( j u d g e )  l ies w i t h i n  ourseEvesS"" 
( C .  Dcdd, The ~ e a k ~ o r i t y  (if 2 e, p, 296) , 31 at 
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announcement of t he  Wornzn church, Faith the= bc- 
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hold t h a t  t h e  "cri."ldl.i)n ( j u d g e )  l ies w i t h i n  ourseEvesS"" 
( C .  Dcdd, The ~ e a k ~ o r i t y  (if 2 e, p, 296) , 31 at 



is rc:, 5 a y ,  do I depend upon sometfaing g,A~ithin myself, 
m.; r v r ~ ~  j ~ ~ d m e n t ,  whether t o  be l i eve  that this or that 
pari .  of S c r i p t u r e  i s  t o  be i d e n t i f i e d  wi th  the IJord 
of Chd? You s e e ,  s o  many say t h a t  onby a p a r t  of 
S c r i p t u r e  i s  God's Word, o r  t h a t  S c r i p t u r e  c o n t a i n s  
the  Word sf  God, 

Luther  has aga in  given us  the r i g h t  way t o  fo l l ow  by 
his csn fe s s ion  of what S c r i p t u r e  teaches, Luther  
directly i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  S c r i p t u r e  w i t h  t h e  Word s f  
God. L u t h e r  insisted t h a t  t h e  C ~ U X - C ~ I ' S  1,Iord is n o t  
t h e  highest c o u r t  of appea l ,  but L t  musc be t e s t e d  bv 
SczipZure z%one, For Luttaer, Scripture a lone  was 
t h e  basis ~ r ~ h i c h  judged a l l  o t h e r  doc>6.-4ne; noz his 
s p i r i t u a l  experiences , not any k i n-i i f  i - , f i u % r u a l  ";e i -- 

j r i l  ing, not reason ,  b u t  S c r i p t v r e  a ~ c - ; ~ . ,  \ t - r ,  E ,  T k e 5 t r u p  
Peddersen,  p ,  45), 

I.,%crs wc are ternpeed t o  t r u s t  s o m t h i n g  lake  Ehan i;=rdYs 
!$orif, w e  can t ~ r n  t o  Luther  who gave us a l i t t l e  sen-- 
tence by xhich  we can be gu ided :  ' ' i~ens So lus  verax, 
ol la~~is  bonc~ mendi;ixt'; "God a lone  is t zuc ,  every nman a 
l i a r  '' 

FPsTERE THIS AUTI-tORIT'f 3-S DISREGKflDEU IN THE 
LUTHERAE E1UWCW 

fJj-thin t h e  Lutheran church t h e  denial of t he  aia khor- 
Pty of Scripture goes back a long way, The, center of 
t h i s  d e n i a l  is t o  be f sund in t h e  European universities, 
beginn ing  a cen tury  and a h a l f  ago, and particularly 
within.  the German u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  By the beginn ing  or' 
t h e  19 th  cen tury  reEdpious orthodoxy had p r e t t y  gsweI.1 
given way t o  Deism, which was t h e  con f iden t  b e l i e f  
i n  the  power of human reason  t o  d i s cove r  t h e  t r u t h  of 
"natural r e l i g i o n g '  o r  of f a i t h  i n  some k ind  of ub~ziver- 
s a l  God without  s p e c i a l  r e v e l a t i o n ,  m i r a c l e s ,  and 
c e r t a i n l y  n o t  w i t h i n  t h e  narrow, h i s t o r i c a l  r e l i g i o n  
of C h r i s t i a n i t y .  Deism was a  movement o r  system of 

thought ,  a r i s i n g  originaily in Eliglni:d and Fral:~:, 8 j- 

~Lroca t ing  natrrral. r e l j - g i o n  based  on I;u:;ian reason  ratlicr 
than revelatian, cmg~laasizing ri;ora!ity, and Sn the l8tl1 
century ,  denyi-ng the i . n t  e r f  e rencc  of .the ~" ,~ea*c30~ l4jith 
the laws o f  t i l e  uni~ ie r se  [Nebs.terf PS Severn-ch Nett. ie- 
q i a t e  I ) i c t i o n a r y ) .  This be1i"c-f jZi r ;a l ly  t l j rned into 2 
conviction that a l l  one needed T;cre for the ~ o o d  life 
was ~ c - j e n t i f  i c  t y a i n i n g  and +.=pi i ,~Lll~LJ-Lr4, 7 ;  2 ' K I I O W - ~ Q V ;  . Bei~17i 
by tlxc middle of the 19th cen tu ry  izad ~urr?ed. w:;al: 
i s  called rra$uralism, theory  &ny: i i lg  L, i,!;a a ~ i  e-fjeltt-cj-f 

. /T ob j c c t  has a supernatilra! si .gni f i cancc ;  speci-r . : tlie 
d o c t r i n e  t h a t  s c i e r i t i f i c  laws are  adequate to accoi~sit 
for phencTiiici!a (Welister's K2:i C n l l c - g i a , t i .  Dic:i i~;nry) . 
Gut of t . h ~ ~ t '  C U I S V ~ C ~ ~ . O ~ S  ~8.nie w h z t  i s  c a l  l e iL  sec . i~ lar  
hlj.g?;ln:isn;, x ';>i.tlief t l . i ;~ t  has  2 -fu.~:dan!es::;II r ! s s u m l i . t i ~ l l  
-ri-i;Lt C - i i  (;od c.12 5 i":l:;ii.ly 'ir!;ic;.wd b y  rc'l; o; 02. 2 - . - - I -  LjLl?  i. r e i j - g -  
"Lor? b&aji;:c:i r-!; ~ 1 1 ~  cili J.diiood o f  the f . l ~ i ~ n  -rai;<:; tilaf; 
man today ? 7: need *:-.L idli~. i d e a  o f  f;od any l o n g i . ~ :  'T!;e.-e 
be%i.efs ?..hen wctrz tile b z - t t i e  f o r  menfs in "I;-;c l."-,,jr 
al:d. 20th c e n t u r i e s ,  Tja is  finally l.ed -to the  mid-?;went-- 
eth. centusey i d e a  of the death of God theme, Bonhoef- 
qerg  L a IJu the~a~-r ,  wl-aa d i e d  a t  tj-i(c hands of the N a ~ - j . ~ s  in 

T - .* - 6 9 fin31 !I* co~~ciuc icd  tiis.' 1:c i ; - g ~ ~ z :  belonged t- 
cl i i ld i -~oo~i  o f  hunlniiity. Mnii "had coKie of' q e u  and :lo 
l anger  needed a religicus sys tem,  

Bultrnann, tecil~~:;i.a? Ly a i;i:;tj~er;;~-, _. a fi;;rnie.r i " * i ; ~ f c s s ~ ~  zt 
t'jic gni\T~i?=c: j q,i- gf F f a ~ b u ~ g ~  arid IS z.t-.; L.:.ii alive a.1- 
f-horrgh a. v e r y  6;ld man, ",rea.ts ati i,.;'ii: .- i c .  <, )<fi..; -d ~v 'rPr; + &,., -t : i ~ ~ 2 ] ~ ' ~  
i,hTttness to t h e  person alld .rFle i , l ? ~ r k  ~f C l i r j i 5 t  -.- IIls r.l;-c-- 
exi.stence, ? e ; n ? e ~ - ~ i . - , i  . ; i i cn in ! j  

I d e a t h ,  resmru:ec-r:lcn, a.nd fuililrc: retur;t: .to j d c : : n ; - r z l :  - -. 
2" , 3. t Scr ip tu re  d . o e s n f t  ne:in t11:3:( t-ic5;e - t i i ~ y l ~ : s ;  

<--. -' 

r e a l l y  liappened h u t  t h a t  these w r i t i n g s  r:oi!:-t ou!: t n  
1 d . ~ ~  a new possibiii.ty of existei lce t!int can 
give him inner r e l i e f  froin hi-s t e n s i o n .  ?%e i n e r r a n c y  
and a u t h o r i t y  o f  Scripture were jus t  myths t h a t  weak 
people  needed. t o  lean on.  Tile professional t h e o l o g i a n  
must "dem)rt.i~ologize", t h a t  is, he nlust s t r i p  aiaa)r all 
tllese myths and f i n d  some kil id of k e r n e l  of t r u t h  IT- 
i n g  behind these myths. 
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exi.stence, ? e ; n ? e ~ - ~ i . - , i  . ; i i cn in ! j  

I d e a t h ,  resmru:ec-r:lcn, a.nd fuililrc: retur;t: .to j d c : : n ; - r z l :  - -. 
2" , 3. t Scr ip tu re  d . o e s n f t  ne:in t11:3:( t-ic5;e - t i i ~ y l ~ : s ;  

<--. -' 

r e a l l y  liappened h u t  t h a t  these w r i t i n g s  r:oi!:-t ou!: t n  
1 d . ~ ~  a new possibiii.ty of existei lce t!int can 
give him inner r e l i e f  froin hi-s t e n s i o n .  ?%e i n e r r a n c y  
and a u t h o r i t y  o f  Scripture were jus t  myths t h a t  weak 
people  needed. t o  lean on.  Tile professional t h e o l o g i a n  
must "dem)rt.i~ologize", t h a t  is, he nlust s t r i p  aiaa)r all 
tllese myths and f i n d  some kil id of k e r n e l  of t r u t h  IT- 
i n g  behind these myths. 
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These idebs have a l so  been t r a n s p o r t e d  i n t ~  OUT count-- 
r;j, -rid especially - ~ f t e r  iLie e1.d o f  tlic second World 

i-iri ;-  have become p a - r t i c t ~ l n a r l y  ivlde-syread, e q ~ e c i - -  
a 3 . 1 ~  iIlr:>ugi~ new, young p ro fe s so r s  ii; the Lutheran. sem- 
imnari-es , 

The i .mpl ra t fon  and inerrancy zinc! the au-thority of 
Scripture are widely denied today by many leaders in 
the  AEC,  It was not always t h a t  kqay, T h i r t y  or for- 
t ' yr  ,, 30-0 " c ~ c  ALC was b a s i c a l l y  a conserva."i-ve 
Ch'(;rct:. , lu'ith j  US^ an occasional  p ro fes so r  i n d i c a t i s ~ g  
in r a t l i c ~  guarded language t h a t h e  did no lorrgcr n c -  
cept  the .c~il;oie Bible as t5e Word of Cod bu t  r a t h e z  

r accepted t h e  pr-lracipies of tlre rat:ion;i.: h i g h e r  cr?it-J.cs 
i n t o  h i s  theology. Nearly the s,t.ai;(:ir;l:l:i-lts cfi t h e  
i n a . ~ ) i r a - t i o i ~ ,  j-ne~nncy, a;ld -tl-i.?3 ;i:j.-;:l?;lay;.;!; of L5cr.i;.- 

r? t u r e  ms..de i n  -the AL4: we-i.5 sour3d :j.ir.ifji~dcx , 1 0  j - 1 ; ~ ~  

r . 7 -  b t  oae exalnplc., tile t + f i ~ l i e a ~ ~ h 1 ;  l - j i p : f i j ~  ( 3  925 np:~"pp-., ,? 

z - d l ~  s y n c d s ,  allid til<? T\j12cA'j mcnt of the Iowa, 0hi0, Bufg- 
illis t i l l s  fine sts,zerneiat : '91, The Scrip-Lures ; '-r!ic 
Syncjds s.igna.tor;r t o  these a.rticle_s 0% agrsemcn"eac-- 
cept  wi"iiloilt excepti-on a31 thc canonica-l books of -t:h.e 

..- Ij L 

Old and the New Testamerit as the dj_vi.rze~y Ins i ix rea .  
rs;;veaaed, a ~ d  inerrant .  Gorj ;Awn$ sllbni-t t o  t j2 i .s 

2.: the only  infallible authority in all. matters of 
faith and lift? ,!' * 

Tlzis was no t  t u ~ e  of the o l d  CJLClit [Today a p a r t  of 3:i-r~ 
I_,.SA] . It woti_ld not have been i ? ~ s s i i , l ~  t o  hzil-e achieved 
agreormnt of 5uch a S c r i p t u r a l  arid i , u t h w a n  statement 
a s  ti16 Miaall.;e~-riol-js T1:csc.s Ira 1925, At ariv - - -  ~ d t e ,  in 
1938 zhe ULGA xdoptcd in its Bal-l-i:xori. k e s ~ l u t ' i ~ i l  t h i s  
statement o f  Scr ip tu re :  "Xe the re fo re  accept the Scr ip -  
tures as the infallible truth of God in all matters 
that pertain ts tiis revelation and our salvation ,'"K%is 
statement, as a l l  can r e a d i l y  s e e ,  opens up the whole 
issue uf t h e  authority of Scripture because it imy~lies 
that t he re  are parts of the Bible which do n o t  pertain 
to revelation and our s a l v a t i o n ,  and t h a t  these might 
not be the infalbible truth of God, It makes man the 
one who f i n a l l y  judges what might and what might not 

be the i ra fa ld ib le  t r u t h  of Go$, a ~ i d  \ < l i ~ ~ ~ l j n g s  a r c  
p e r t i n e n t  to our s a l v a t i o n ,  

' P  soday 3s ti:. look a8 ~ l a a %  i s  tatigh.1; :i.n the cnl.ieges am.% 
semi.l:a?-ies, no t  o ~ l y  cf the LCA .;ehciils b u t  cf the AI,C 
sc ' i~osls,  we %laall S i ~ d  a v e r y  ser ious  s t a t e  of aff;;zirs 

fpreus ,  To Jsiai Or ?!at 7'0 Jo i - i ,  ~ r ; .  1.9) ' f i e s c  schools 
w- -- - - - w e  - --- 

produce the pas tars a ~ a d  1ayiiie.i O F  todtiy and tc!rnc;ri.ow, 

~J:tj"y not, t,ji; ~.i~:!i::Jv read by laymen; 'Tj leol~gy in t i l e  
-. = 

----" ----- - 
i,l,fc gf tire Cbkiarch (Fcj2:tress Press, 3-9633 , Tlyjs book --- -- -- --.----- 
is spnmscreci, by fff;he cr, l ; f~rel-~ce of ~ u ~ ~ ~ e r ~ r ?  :Jrofesso~s 
of T _ h e r ~ I o g y ~ '  (P-r.efaca ,, , P .  i .ii) . The con t r ibu to r s  a.re 
r~~- -oEef ; co r s  i- &- % J f r ~ m  the ECA, the ALC, 2f~1d LC-PIS , As a 
m~1tte-i. 0-f fa . r , t ,  it \.:as ed-- i te$ b y  a -q~~g:-jne]nt t l l ec ; l p -  
gi.an o:f tl;e Misscjuri S y n o d ,  Bzof ,  Robert  W ,  Bertram, 
r T chzil'ter on Biblef ' [p l l ie  '72--39] )i s ~ ~ i j - t ~ ~ j .  by 

Prof, Warren A, Quanbcck, p r ~ f e s s o - ~  of 5 ~7steemati.c theo- 
i o g y  at 1 , i l t h e ~  Xreological. Sen~imary,  St, Paul ,  the lar- 
c4-e~ scmi.nary aan$ t i l e  second 3.argcs t L:%"Llieran semi.- 
c;. 

1;ar-y in the United S T a t e s ,  The re:?,di;~g o f  these 17 

1,e accepted because studies i i~ science and !;<:<tori; to- 
c-rj,y h,iv@ des t royed  tjlc hj iblc15 j.~leyx';ifi~y 3j;d :!su~hsri-f-.;~7 
[p. 2 3 )  , iie ho lds  t l i a t  I;he old ht t rc ra r ;  iftheologia!is 
. - A  xedd _ t h e  Bible  ai; a. c d l e c t i o r l  o f  .-evealed p-r-oposi- 
"d.ons zxnfolding the t r u t h  d4ioiat God, the l,t~i-trld, and 
man"', a ~ d  this is no I ~ n g r ? ~  aecep-hirlil-, Hc says t h a t  
the words of the Bible must not lie Rbsolu t ized  (p. 31) 
because the-re "cam be no a b s c l ~ t e  expressior,  o f  -the 
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t r u t l l ,  even i n  t h e  Language of t t i leology" (p. 25 ) . if 
you r z n d  these  words c a r e f u l l y ,  and also t h e  whole 
c h a p t e r ,  you will n o t i c e  q - u i t e  qu ick ly  t h a t  wc a re  not 
t o  accep t  ariy p r o p o s i t i o n  from the  Bib le  because t h e y  
a r e  t h e  a s t h o r i t y  "thus s a i t h  the Lordv; bu t  wc a r e  
t o  accept p r o p o s i t i o n s  l i k e  t h e  one froin Quanbeck and 
o t h e r  s o - c a l l e d  B i b l i c a l  s c h o l a r s  instead of  t h e  auth-  
o r i t y  of S c r i p t u r e ,  

11s 1 have already suggested,  t h e r e  i s  a  s o r t  of  i n t e r -  
l ock ing  d i r e c t o r a t e  among t h e  p r o f e s s o r s  of t h e  c o l  l -  
eges and seminar ies  of t he  LCA, the ALC, and the LC-PIS. 
I n  gcneral, 25 a group the j r  tr;vcl i n  the sane comnzny 
an3  have, more o r  l e s s ,  t h e  same w1:ich i s  the 
neo-orthodox e x i s t e n t i i i l  representa i ior i  sf ~list  the;: 
c a l l  Luthe~-anism. To g e t  a pub1 ic fi?-ci~rl f o r  t l l c i r  
t i ~ c o l o g ? ,  thcy launched t h e i r  owl; p i -  n the ~ ~ i i i t c r  
of 1962 and ca.l.led it- --- Djaloguc, ;?;c cdlito-ria.1 starf 
co~is i sxs  nf t11eolo:;ians o n  a I. t i  1 : d ;  niid 
h e r e  you call find quite a v a r i e t y  o f  o p i n i c n s ,  a l l  of 
whicli l a b o r i o u s l y  r e j ec t  t h e  Lutheran doctrine of i n -  
s :>ira t ioi l  as you know i t .  For  example, Prof, R ~ b e r t  
Jensen. of Luther Colleg:, , Ijecorah, Iawa, declares tii,;t 
"\ihet!ler tllere. t u r n  ou t  t o  be a12ji e.rri;rs Xr! Sc-rIy\ttzre 
i s  u n i r n p o r t a i ~ t , ~ ~  (Vol.  I ,  No, 4 ,  Autumn 1962, 19. 55). 
dIc ho ld s  tf:at the a l ~ t h a r l t y  of S c r i p t u r e  as de f ined  by 
t h e  Lxrtlicrall t l i co log ians  i n  the p3st oil the basis of 
S c r i p t u r e  i s  only "a dream aut l ior i . tyf ' .  

These i d e a s  filter down t o  the Lai ty  a l s o ,  In 19649  
tllc i?K, tllrougl,~ i t s  Bi:ard of Rarislz Educatl on, caused . , 
t o  !,c : iuhi ishcd,  Tqnc Bib le :  Book of F a i t h  (ilP11, 1964) . 

I_____ Ipl_ X__. I_-. 

This b l i f~k  of essays, w r i t t e n  by tZLC seminary profes- 
s o r s ,  was "intended p r i m a r i l y  f o r  u se  a s  a course  of  
s t u d y  by the church school  t e a c h e r s  and a d u l t  l ende r s  
i n  t h e  ~ o n g r e g a t i o n . ~  ( I n t r o d u c t i o n ,  p .  5 ) .  I t  i s ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  an important  book i n  t h e  f u t u r e  development 
c f  t h e  ALC,  t h e  approach i s  t h a t  of  t h e  r a t i o n a l i s t i c  
h i  glxer c r i t i c s  who attack t h e  d o c t r i n e  of  v e r b a l  i n -  
: ; l?iration and thereby  undermine t h e  a u t h o r i t y  and r e -  

- .  e !ir7;e . a of ~ I Q S . ~ :  lfamei~.s C X ~ j o ~ ~ . r ~ ~ ~ ~  ~f %hif lP ibera l  
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3 , :  1 - i&ns i .  j:j-e;cnt saw jesu:; ban-. G .> :L4 --. 
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Withou: any proof they assume t h a t  S c r i ~ t u r e  i s  l i k e  
any iiierely human h i s t o r i c a  l docurnen t , poss ib ly  p a r t l y  
t r u e ,  bill; a l s o  p a r t l y  f a l s e .  And these  t r a i n e d  theo l -  
ogians riiust decide what might be t r u e  and what xus t  be  
f a l s e .  The supe rna tu r s l  events  connected ~ v i t h  the  
life of Jesus go by the  board, and t h e  B i b l i c a l  f a i t h  
must be brought i n t o  l i n e  wit11 s e c u l a r  i d e a s .  I t  is 
evident t h a t  Sc r ip tu re  i s  no longer tlte s o l e  a u t h o r i t y  
b u t  r a t h e r  t i l e  hunan n;ind, working by i t s  own l i g h t ,  
is t l-li ;  final a ~ i t h n r i t y  even. i r r  t h e  t h i n g s  which a r e  
God's,  

And t!ien, f i n  cne canno t  o\ii;j:losk t i i c :  r ecen t  re,-- 
nlayks fif the prej j .Jent  c< ti:c -!LC, : Sc::Loti, v:l;.g 
i las  r c ; e ~ - ~ t i y  iofiifilitted tlic AIJC to -~.l; i .  ,,t:>.-.r?j.on t h a t  
ilicrrliicy doc:; n o t  p e r t s i n  tc -tire i;,,:;l of $ ~ T ~ - ~ , ; ~ ~ ~ ~ : ~  

bu t  cn ly  "to tile trutlis Tcvea lc t j  f;: our ' doc.- 
j n  Find ii.fe . '. (l-uthcrap St--- d;iliud -',-- -- a, ' *June 2$, 1.9661 

____---_I _IIXI.-----.X .I * 

xow t h i s  i s  not  t o  say tii:at tl:c r a n k  arid f i l e  o f  
t h e  A1,C accept- t hese  ~ n L u t h e ~ i ~ l i  doctrines. ilre do not  
d ~ u l i t  t h a t  thert: are  n.anky sa i ' ,  f a i t h f u l  Lutheraris in 
t h a t  cgeiip i.!::~ dj C ~ ~ V O W  i-iiese doctr i f :ez ,  !jut tlic i r 
vpjce of ~ ~ ' ~ t p s t  j i  !,;ire.]- i ~ e s r d  a:;d i i i i i j  exc-rt i - ~ r z j e  
o r  no in f lucncc  21 t l ie i r  r.o:leges Mid s e m i r 1 3 ~  i~-- 

i\ny hnoiclcdge;iblc z11.c.3 f; ;~~~-ii ; i i ;dei!  o l , ~  i i v i : r  ;:,it a y c i c  
w it11 Prcf. :tcli,ert P r e w  oi' Conco;di :i Seixlina J-, 

Louis,  i n  his judp,mer:t c.5 the A : f f f T w c i ! t y - - f  i v e  ~ ~ c : ~ r r ;  
ago S U C ~  thing. ;  cou:id n o t  hzvc been tauglit  ir; ttic 
church iii d i  e5 1 conc-i t i tut ing the  Anierican L ~ ? t i ~ c x a ~ :  
C c  o dc:ctrina1 d i s c i p l i n e  h a s  broken dov~n . '' 
(To J o i ~ ?  O x  Hot 70 J o i n .  p .  24)  ____ - - _- -- 

We r u s t  c l i n g  tc. t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  S c r i p t u r e  f o r  our  
s o u l f s  s a l v a t i c n .  I t  i s  a  l i f e  and death mat te r  wi th  
us .  \Ye nus t say, as Mart i n  Luther s a i  d  on a  very f 3 - 
~ o u s  occasion: "My conscience i s  s u b j e c t  t o  tlre \S\'ord 
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services. Reformed t heo lo ; ;  : is I : ~ V ~ I T ,  ri, i,: t j l e  

service for communion, w i l e r e  the b r e a d  and wine a r e  
referred to ar  "outward s i g n s r f F  F .  6 4 ,  2:; in orhe: 
p laces ,  

The copv'right t f ~  this i osk IS i ltzSd ")y t1:k Sdaitlrer 
Leagt_ze, One canrlG L he -~ r ,  T ~ L  1 +:I< i ~ ~ t ;  ~11a+ tile;. c r i g i n . 2 1  
C,  'l; ,I,$, i%!alther ttioulC s a - y  a5cr i t  this back,  OY t:-Ls 
sainted D r ,  I<a'llt+L r A ,  Ma i e r ,  xT;E.~o hi3.d ~ ; ~ ; ~ k e f f .  f70 n3ke 
the bi'al i her  L e a ~ u e  a thec~logicai_i!.y ec:~: ?.,;zl;-vat L- VP . hi,- 
dy. Tbe L a c k  c c ~ v e r  of t h i s  bc,.li ce  qL; "-hz re 16- r  
t h a t  it. i s  a '8eolEdgee'  tif '\ver:>fi; st & ; ~ j e  iimacei63 
Sentences such  as "ONE SUCH l3UEl;'rt T\;Fil3R SEEXED TO 
D I E  IN ANCTENT PSVXEL %ideast m e d i t e r r a n e a n  seacoast 
I-IEESREfifS THEY NERE CALLED j ews!~ (sf c ! ) gouge the  eyes  
of a literate reader. Granted that this may be a 
k%nd of comnunication u s e d  by some, the reviewer 
coalcl no$- h e l p  t h i n k i n g  of another h i  f- o f  .eociern 
Eng! is11 la the "i'Ei7: " ~ s e  only l-aeipfiil, words, t h e  
kin2 ehcit b u i l d  up and p r o v i d e  what i s  n e e d e d ,  s o  
t h a t  whzt you say w i l l  do ggod t o  thase who hear 
you," Ephesiacs 4: 29, 

Carl I/l::lr~ti re. T-Le Death gf ,s_ G ~ g s I r .  C o 4  l ingswood, 
Net4; ,Terscy: C h r i s t i a n  Beacon Press, 1969, 215 pp ,  
S 1 , O G  

Cornelius Van T i l ,  B e  Confp_ssio~a c,E 1969: E s  Theol- - --- 
c>ir,ica.1 Uack~roumd z d  Ecumenieai  *Signif ic_a_"_"c_e. 
Plliladelphia: Presbyterian and R:> Eorved Pub-- 
lishing C o , ,  1967, 128 p ~ .  , $2,50 

T h e  narnes sf the  two authors  of the above books are 
familliar to our readers. Both  hooks d e a l  with the new 
confession proposed and now by t h e  UriiteJ Pres-- 

byrexian Church. McZntire's book is more a b-jr,cory L.i 
rhe d o c t r ? n a l  deve iopncn t  withtn t h e  United Presbyter--- 
iao Church w h i c h  u l t i r 2 a ~ e i y  ciade p o s s i h i e  the  adop ; ion 
of h;jie CGL: j:&i::-;.i 0 ~ 1  L c - 2 ~  i:;;p-- b , ; i  :.;it 2 c;;.itf-qce sf the  
confessior ie  V a l  ' T - j i T s  iioc;;; i.s a i . 2 ~  a criii.qGc2 iii ihii+ 
cs.:lf e s s i o ~ ,  bnt z:oze :he ~~f-losoPi-!iei--~ i-;;ri?mises 
w h i j ~ h  r.;;used i:!ie wj-iters of the ~ ~ - g f e s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  to depa,ril 

' *  from conser-v;;r::i.-ve firesby ?:e-.,-$a-r~j , ssXe snth--.  
erans do unt ccme ou t  too -well 3.12. h;~  e e  g ,  
Ph.r-iriaa. Mar ty , w h c  corn;> f_aj.ned ai-.ou $ t-;e Pres3Eivter:ia,n 

w i f h  c~nfessign~, Van " * *  . j . ~ i _ ' s  * a .- boo[<,, .-side 
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Tile i i i i h  vclurne of Kittel's ---- T h c o l ~ i s c h e s  ~ o e r t c r -  
brtct: i s  i1o.i.i in p r i n t ,  covering from ZZ t o  /74 A s  
was s a j d  when the f i r s t  volume o f  this t r a n s l a t e d  
series a p p e a r e d ,  t h i s  work is L I O ~  a commentary, but 
r a t h e r  a  series of ward studies, But t h e  word s t u d i e s  
a r e  theological presentations of New Testament  word 
concepts against the background of Greek secular lit- 
eraturl i ,  ~ l l c  C'ld T E : ~  t d n ~ ~ i t ,  and 1-he 5 ~ q ~ t u ; i g i . ; l b t ~  t o  
gether  ~ 2 1 t h  any other  p o s s i b l e  sources  which migh t  
he913 s!~r-c% l1r;ht  cn the meaning of words. Thus this 
series draws 2cjgetiler a v a s t  anrlount of material which 
cannc i be igncirer! i t n  s t u d y i n g  the B ~ W  Tes Lame-nt, One 
may n;st agree witsh and & i l l  not ag~pbc: wi t'fi evC2r>tkiii~g 
?resented ,  b ~ t  one cannclt i g n o r e  what i :> ~ ~ e s e ~ ,  i 622, 

I.11 t h i s  vc.lu~:it., for exarc;ile, I '  - j t i i d i ~  ~ ; l  
-c #- I?e 2- such i , n p ~ y t - i i t  wor-ds a s  .4%4; - i s +  * iyX<',s f ~ # d d J -  

C65 and nlal;y o t h e r  i~per ta lz ; :  t~i1r:Js r z n g i n q  -- 
22- tc?PT< * 

J I  H, Xlautenberger ,  As1cej Ira. a s ,  Grhnd Rapids: 
Baker Book Ylouse, 1967,  120 p p e 9  $1,5 (>  

T h i s  paperback Is a r e p r i n t  cf 23 sermxs b y  z 
Yissouri Synod preacher of an eaylier gecerati cn ,  
These  sermons were first: p r i n t . ~ d  i n  1937, The se5--- 
mons are p o i n t e d  toward s p e c i a l  occas io r :~ ,  as t h ~  
dea th  of a chilcl ,  a woman teacher, a suicide, e t c ,  
The sern,ors were e d i t e d  by t he  aur i?or9s  soxi, 7,~ho in-- 
eluded several  of h i s  own seramns, 1% w o u l d  b e  a 
h e l p f u l  b ~ o k  t o  have on tzhe shelr, 

STILL N A I L A B L E ,  a t  $2 per s e L  RReErmation --- Lectures  
by F'as t o r  Kur t  E a r q u a r t ,  Order from LUTHERAN 
SYNCC QUARTERIJY. 




